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 Prez Sez July 2017 
 

Hey everyone! I hope you are all enjoying this gorgeous hot summer 
that we’ve been having. I 
know I have. I’m looking forward the Damn Yankees Rally at Heath 
Fairgrounds August 4-6th. We’ll have a great weekend running the 
Gymkhana course, camping out under the stars, riding the Berk-
shires and Vermont’s Green Mountains. We’ve been holding this 
event at the Heath Fairgrounds for 23 years now and its still the 
most wonderful place to have a rally.  We’ll have Paul Provost’s 
band “The Living Bras” playing Saturday night in the pavilion. The 
Heath Fire Department will again cook up a great chicken BBQ on 
Saturday afternoon. We’ll have pie and ice cream and the skills con-
test is a hoot. 
 
I’ve been here in the Czech Republic riding around on a borrowed 
bike for a while now, but I’ve read that the weather at home is just as 
hot and sunny as here. I’ve been enjoying the pics on Facebook and 
the Forum. Nothing gets me thru the winter better than planning an 
epic ride of the summer. This has been a great year of travelling for 
me and I think for many of the YB’s. 
 
  

Prez Sez  
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I’d like to thank my hosts Vaclav Mottl and Andrea Vavrusova 
here for taking me to Austria, Poland, Germany, and all over the 
Czech Republic. I hope all of you enjoying  big rides to Europe, 
the National Rally in Michigan and Utah, Madawaska, Maine and 

Prince Edward Island 
have a safe journey, and I 
can’t wait to see the pic-
tures. I encourage all of 
you to please share your 
adventures with the club. 
A brief write up and pic-
tures can be sent to 
Dwight for the Boxer 
Shorts. We YB’s ride a lot, 
and it’s great to share the 
roads, maps, little eater-
ies ,and awesome 
campsites. 
 
A big shout out to the 
Mountaineer BMW Club 
for hosting all of us YB’s 

at the Cass Rally in West Virginia. I really enjoyed the rally. De-
spite the rainy weather Todd, Riley, Ken Struble, and I had a 
great Memorial Day weekend in the mountains. We did get a little 
wet… But we aren't snowflakes and we didn’t melt.  
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Thanks to everyone who volunteered to make The Pemi River 
Rally a smashing success. Every year we ride, camp and part 
our socks off in New Hampshire during bike week and this year 
was one of the best ever. Duncan Cooper, Eric Keugler, and 
John Shields took the reins and organized a great rally. We en-
joyed great weather, great food, even movies around the camp-
fire! 
 

This is an amazing club. So many volunteers come up with new 
ideas and rides that it’s always new and fresh. Extra Special 
Thanks to the hardcore work crew Todd, Duncan, Ken Struble, 
Lou Busch, Riley Bush John Gilmore, Roy Bertalotto, Bill Cu-
sack, Jim Sanders, Catfish, Dan Walton,  and everyone who 
came over and helped setup and tear down the tent. It was a 
beautiful show of teamwork. All the stuff fit back in the toybox, 
and the grill went in sparkling and clean (Thanks Duncan) Todd 
Truex was very generous in loaning me his truck so that I both 
have a bike at the rally and tow the Toy box. 
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-Riley and his sister Mariah won the youngest rally attendee 
award, and it was fun diagnosing the electrical problems on the 
Virago. We all had a laugh playing Dr Fix it, and in the end, no-
body had to push it! 
 

We rode and we ate, we sang  and we drank and we burned the 
fire late into the evening. Yeah.. life is good. 

 

I love the rallys. It’s such a great thing to travel and see new 
places while making new friends and sleeping out under the 
stars. We are an old school BMW Club, but it’s not the Marque 
that brings us together. Camaraderie of the road, a shared 
sense of adventure, riding, eating, and volunteering together 
creates a vibe that nothing else really can compare with. If you 
are curious about the Yankee Beemers, come join us at Damn 
Yankees! Guzzi.. KTM.. or KawaYamaHonZuki we don’t care 
what you ride, just that you have a love of riding like we do. 
 

See you all at The  Damn Yankees Rally August 4th-6th. 
 

All who wander are not lost. 
 

Na shledanou 
Ken 



 8 

Secretary’s 

Notations   

 Karl Renneker 

@yankeebeemers  

 

 

The June meeting fell on Father’s Day, and we still 
had nearly 40 bikes in the parking lot of the Willow 
Brook.  Ken Springhetti was out of town so Catfish 
fulfilled his VP duties and lead the meeting.  All 
plans point the Damn Yankees Rally at this 
point.  It’s our premier event and we expect this one 
to be the most premier ever!  
 
Being Father’s Day I thought about how my step-

dad got me into motorcycles.  He is an all-around 

gearhead.  He 

dragged raced a 

1967 Plymouth GTX 

before I was 

born.  We also had 

fishing boats when I 

was growing 

up.  Naturally he had 

a motorcycle, too.  I 

rode on the back for 

trips all around Loui-

siana.  I knew that when I grew up I would have a 
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And as a dad myself, I have enjoyed sharing motorcy-

cles with my daughters.  The day I brought home my 

first BMW they couldn’t wait to jump on and pretend to 

ride it.  They were quite young that day, but as they’ve 

grown older they have been fantastic pillions.  I hope 

to see them learn to ride one day, too.  And with any 

luck will give me grandkids who I can corrupt with mo-

torcycles… 
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Editors View   

Doctor Absorbo  or How I learned to stop worrying  

and LOVE  Slash Fives  (redux) 

     

    By Dwight Nevins  

My first exposure 

the BMW’s  Slash 

5 model was on a 

cold October morn-

ing 38 years ago. I 

had joined “Victor 

Luv’s ski club” as a 

way to sleep cheap 

when in North Con-

way NH during the 

ski season. I soon 

found out there 

were several riders within this group. But these guys weren’t like the riders I 

knew from my hometown, for me and my Townies, a trip from Holbrook down 

to the Cape Cod Canal was a major voyage. But these madmen ( ‘Kaptain’ 

Karl Kemp , John “Doctor Absorbo” Defreitas, Dave ’Scrotum’ Hall and Don-

Don  Tapper ) they rode all the way to the next STATE , and Beyond, and 

they took the LONG way !   ? Really ? You can really do that on a motorcy-

cle ?  Well as you Beem-O-Philes surely already know , it turns out that YES 

you can.  

 

My first real moto-tour initiation occurred on 

Oct 19, 1979 8:05 AM .These guys rode up to 

the ski club twice each year , on the first and 

last weekends that we had the rental of the 

house for the winter : First ride of the season 

for the Luv Club OKTOBERFEST  (always 

held the weekend after Columbus day ) ,and 

for the last one, Spring Cleanup (the weekend 

before Easter ).  
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We had planned to meet at the Bickfords restaurant at Braintree 

Circle at 8am. When I woke up around 6 , It was Cold AND Rain-

ing pretty good? Crap , no riding today They’ll probably show up 

at Bicfords in the Tapper’s War Wagon,  an orange 1970 Torino 

wagon , with Woodgrain and curtains in the back . Seems that 

Tapper slept in his wagon fairly frequently ,not homeless, just a 

traveler. I figured they’d be smoking cigars and drinking god 

knows what when they rolled in , laughing their butts off at this 

stupid kid on the Japmobile . But I’ll show em what I’m made of , 

I’ll ride my KZ650  to Bickfords and meet up with them , and I’ll 

pretend I’m REAL disappointed to not be riding in the cold rain 

(AND Snow as it turned out ).  

 

Out of the gloom at the restaurant parking lot , I see three yellow-

ish headlites coming round the rotary. No War Wagon  looks like 

this ride is ON !     I Saw them before I heard em. Three 

BMW /5’s -Tapper on A Monza Blue 6 gallon with a Wixom fair-

ing  and 3 craven bags , Absorbo on a blue toaster with Krausers 

- no windscreen , and the Karlmobile , a black R60 Toaster with 

Dunstalls and a milk crate for luggage. So fellas ? it looks like 

We’re really gonna do this huh ? ,,,,,,, OK .No Worries  I tell my-

self  The VLSC O’fest ’79 is ON !  We talked about the bad 

weather for a few minutes, then someone decided on a route  

“Through the Notch “ Karl Pointed North and fired up his bike - 

those Dunstalls sure had a nice authoritative bark.  
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  We looped out 128 , and up 3 thru Nashua , hoping to take 

a break at a friend of Absorbo’s place , but when we got 

there, the lights were on but nobody home, so we found a 

diner downtown and dripped dry in there . I knew the hi-

ways, they showed me the byways , but we did take 3 up to 

Manchester then caught 93 north of the city loop I was the 

tail rider , those beemers taillights looked great through the 

roadspray , like they could go all the way to the Artic Circle if 

we were up to it. We grabbed NH 132 just north of Concord , 

lots of wet leaves on the road , so they kept it under 60 on 

this recently paved snake of a road for the next 50.miles.  

   

One more stop up on rt3 in Woodstock, Lunch at the Wood-

stock Inn was a GREAT idea , the weather was not getting 

any better , still a steady rain and temps hovering in the mid 

– high 30’s , I was cold and wet as an old dog  I didn’t really 

want to go back out and hear the sloshing of my pants when 

I re-mounted the KZ , But ONWARD TO THE NOTCH !    

Doctor Absorbo and his 

trusty steed  
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Well the elevation goes up kinda quick after Lincoln , it got cold-

er, and rain turned to snow oh no ! Can you ride in snow ? Won’t 

I fall off ? I stayed on Absorbo’s tail, and saw it wiggle around a 

little, but no powerslides , the snow continued up through Twin 

Mountain , slush accumulating more than a pack, this is good. I 

had gone on reserve in that stretch , so we stopped for gas in 

Twin , when talking about conditions they told me their machines 

with their Conti Tires  were pretty predictable, The K81’s on my 

bike a little less so , Hmmm Something to that German Engineer-

ing , It must snow more in Germany than it does in Japan ?  The 

final leg back east and then south to Conway was the best of 

times, and the worst of times . I knew we were getting cStrange-

love !  loser, but colder and colder , Sure am GLAD they didn’t 

really want to go to the Artic Circle , or even Canada that day. 

Coming down into the Mount Washington Valley on 302 , I felt 

like Slim Pickens riding the bomb in the last scene of Dr Strange-

Love . 
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We pulled into the old farmhouse on rt16 right next to the funeral 

home.,that would have it’s sign changed from the “In-Law Inn” to 

“Victor Luv’s Ski Club” after we got settled in . The heat was slow to 

come up, so we sat around the open gas stove ,sucking down an 

intoxicating mix of Southern Comfort and Carbon Monoxide for the 

remainder of the afternoon, until the rest of the expected 20 or so 

other club members showed up. We talked about motorcycles 

mostly , and the other trips these guys had been on together, I won-

der to myself how I’ll ever be able to get a Beemer of my own?   

 

Plus I found out how Doctor Absorbo got his nickname ? He was/is 

a 300lb computer geek who described what he did at work as “ I 

Absorb things “. Tapper pointed out he absorbed a lot of donuts and 

beer too . 

Later ,When the cars began pulling in and the warm dry occupants 

came in and started laughing at us for being so crazy for RIDING 

MOTORCYCLES in this crap. I was happy that I was finally feeling 

warmer , and had stopped shivering and was pretty sure that Hypo-

thermia had passed uneventfully. But I was more gratified that I had 

the chance to get COLD and WET with these BMW riders that day. 

It’s the adversity that sometimes makes it an adventure, hmmm , 

isn’t it ?  
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We did many trips up to other Oktoberfests and Spring 

Cleanups over the years, always finding a different route.  

I eventually owned two of those three Slash Five BMWs in 

the coming years: Tapper was in a bad car wreck, and had to 

give up riding , He gave me his Monza blue R75 , as a loaner 

for “as long as I needed it “ which was for about the next 18 

years , It was on that bike with a Velorex attached that my 

son and I attended our first YB Meeting in 2002. Then Karl 

passed away at far too early an age, and his wife let me 

have his bike, and the Blue bike retired to Old Lyme Con-

necticut . I still ride that R60 with the Dunstalls on it today, 

and still call it the Karlmobile . I have owned five additional 

BMW touring bikes since .  

Thanks again fellas , you’re better than a Frommers guide,  

and are True BMW ambassadors . 
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VLSCMC  

Gassing Up 

Chocorua NH 

1982   

 

 

 

 

 

Tappers Monza 

Blue R75 with 

Velorex  

Alton NH  

2002 

 

 

 

The  

Karlmobile 

2012 

 

Along with a 

more modern 

600 
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Thursday-Sunday August 3,4,5,6 2017  

PLEASE SIGNUP at 

http://www.yankeebeemers.org/events_DYR2017.html 
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Bill Cusack has made a proposal for our consideration : 
  
I recently returned from a week and 1600 miles of spinning my wheels in 
far northern and eastern Maine along the Canadian border. It’s a great 
opportunity to ride I get to do every few years as I have In-law family in 
the area.  I stopped in at the Four Corners Park in Madawaska, Maine 
the most northeast town in the country. The park is one of the stops for 
riders doing the Four Corners Ride sponsored by the Southern California 
Motorcycle Association. It’s also a stop for Iron Butt riders as well as 
many other personal or riding reason to put down miles to a remote 
place. The park sits on a few acres in the middle of town directly across 
from the Edmonton, NB border crossing and heavily supported by the 
Harley Davidson Dealer in Caribou and other local merchants.  You can 
sit, have a cookout in one of several pavilions, use the restrooms, look 
over into Canada, get a picture taken with your face on a hokey image of 
a V twin bike with a real springer front end.  It’s clean, well maintained, 
secure and I’m am told the best of the four corners, a worthwhile visit. I 
know several YB’s and friends have been there, it has been featured in 
most national MC and rider magazines. The park does have a bit of a 
Harley flavor. See pictures in the link.--  
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I have been there several times over the years and it seems to get im-
proved each time I visit. I am somewhat surprised that we as a club do not 
have a “paver” and I propose we get one. If we do have a paver I’m not 
aware of it, I did not read each paver. The pavers of various sizes up to 
24”x24” are laid in the various walkways of the park and fun to see who, 
from where, on what, as you walk around. The pavers feature individual 
achievement or club logos from all over the country. California seems to be 
especially well represented. There is a memorandum area for riders who 
have passed. It is about a 500 mile ride from Boston in a direct shot which 
can be boring as hell, I usually do a two day 600 -700 mile long way round 
ride over the river and through the woods. 
  
As one of the premier MC clubs in the country it seems we should be repre-
sented here. The pavers range in cost from $100 to $550 depending on 
size and inscription and of course I feel we should get the biggest and best, 
I’m thinking the official club logo as the inscription. I would be willing to drive 
the effort if we have club support. We could just pay for it or we could raise 
money while raising awareness with 50/50 raffle’s or similar ( I do feel mem-
bers are getting tapped out on the general raffles ).  If you ever visit I’m will-
ing to bet you would be thinking “Gee, where is the YB paver”. It is New 
England’s last frontier and still in our back yard. No need to rush but as 
more pavers are laid the more chance ours may wind up in an obscure lo-
cation. There is still room in front of the main monument but many more 
have been laid since when I first visited several years ago. If you have an 
opinion on this, Please let our officers know your thoughts  
( Remember : you can find their contact info is on Page 3 ed)  
  
  
Thanks, 
Billc 
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What Gives is the Giving                                    Victor Cruz 
  
Sometimes the best option is to just take off and go camping with the 
Yankee Beemers. Don’t even think about it. You won’t regret it. And 
because you know something I don’t, I’m always ready to lend an open 
ear. Go ahead, tell me your problems. 
  
If you want to learn what it’s like to ride to Labrador chances are good 
that you’ll find YBers who have gone the extra mile and swallowed the 
black flies. You learn a lot. Nina Glavin was knocked off her motorcycle 
by a flying turkey. Another guy T-boned a dog and was laid up for two 
years. The headline in the paper was, “Man bites dog.”  Another guy 
got dehydrated and rushed to hospital after riding to the Canadian bor-
der and back home in the same day without stopping for food or water. 
  
Some of the guys are building trailers with sleeping quarters. Bertalotto 
built the Starship Enterprise for a trailer. He can work off the grid and 
carry his bike at the same time. Amazing!  At Pemi, I spoke with a man 
who clocked 179,000 miles on his Honda ST. He would ride to Califor-
nia twice a year. And Jack rode to Newfoundland. And Muriel locked 
up 300,000 miles. And Bob Pipes is 81 years young and still pops 
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We all do our own thing but it’s all the same thing. 
  
More than that, it’s more than the ride, the scenery, the thrill you get by hav-
ing so much power under your thumb with the blip of a throttle. It’s even more 
than that. Here, you find like-minded people from all walks of life. Many are 
smart, too!  We don’t talk about careers, jobs or Apple shares. Many of us are 
poor! One of us is a chair-lift operator at Gunstock. He doesn’t care. He gets 
to ski for free. At every YB event, we are all equally rich. Rich, I say rich! 
  
Invest in the club and you’ll be paid handsome dividends. You are always 
welcome. People get to know your name. You feel valued. Duncan will take 
care of you. Cusack will give you advice. Ken will applaud you. Jim will take 
your money. Schmucki will give you a beer. And when that runs out, he’ll give 
you his bourbon. And when that runs out, he’ll give you his wife!  Now, tell me 
that’s much better than Cheers, that TV sitcom where a bunch of losers hang 
out in a dark dingy place, a bar where the light of adventure cannot penetrate. 
  
It’s a social club offering many social places to socialize. And we’re not talk-

ing ‘bout no stinking social media! Take that! You beeping Snapchat, 
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We will be running a Moto Gymkhana course on the field at 2pm. Each 

rally attendee gets one FREE lap, additional laps are two bucks. Moto 

Gymkhana is a rider skills challenge combined with obstacles and chal-

lenges. 

First Prize is $100. Second Prize is $25. All entrants will be scored and 

the winner published in the Boxer Shorts.  

This event is open to all bikes. Motorcycles over and under 500 pounds 

will be assigned a handicap at the judges discretion.  

If the field is wet we will try to reschedule or rework the course, but may 

have to cancel if it is not safe. 

Any bike can play, the course is setup with big touring rigs, pure 

sportbikes, and any other bike has a real chance at doing the course 

well.  

You don't need an ADV bike to play, it’s a wicked fun game.  
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Upcoming  YB Events    Summer 2017  

July 6,7,8  2017  

BMWRA National RALLY  

 Petoskey, Michigan,  

on the shores of Lake Michigan for 3 days of camping, vendor shopping, 

seminars and door prizes. Cool nights, great riding, plenty of other lodging in 

the area and many great roads to explore. You’ll be less than an hour away 

from the Great Mackinac Bridge.  

 

July 13—16 2017  

MOA National RALLY  

Salt Lake City , Utah   

http://www.bmwmoa.org/page/rally2017 

Crossroads of the West   

See the events section of the webpage for latest updates  

 

August 3—6 2017  

Danm Yankee Rally  

Heath Mass  

Join us for our annual flagship event, where all proceeds are donated 

to local charities. Located in beautiful Heath Ma, the Damn Yankees 

Rally is rustic camping at one of New England’s oldest operating fair-

grounds, The Heath Fairground.  Saturday evening chicken BBQ by 

the Heath Volunteer Fire Department is included, Legendary Church 

Ladies home made Pies  (Free Coffee if you bring your own mug)  

Saturday night “burn it all” bonfire is always a good time. .  
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