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o, it’s snowing again today, not
just flurries but three inches
predicted. I believe it has snowed most
every weekend since New Year’s. The
Boston area broke a record for snow and
who knows how many records for cold. I
know many a YB are tired of it and itching
to get out and ride. In less than 4 weeks
the official kickoff of the YB camping season begins and we will saddle up for the
ride north to a warmer and more hospitable climate.
A place
where the
weather is
looking
great, the
trees will be in the first stages of
leafing, the grass will be green and
roads with plenty of twisties, sweepers and dirt thrown in for your riding
pleasure. We might even see a few
Lonesome Weirdos awakening from
their winters rest.
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W

ilgus State
Park, located in
central Vermont
on the Connecticut river will once
again be the place
to be the last
weekend in April.
I know the saying
gets old but Wilgus is centered in
some of the nicest
riding New England has to offer.
By special arrangement with the Vermont State Park system, we
have the whole park to ourselves . Wilgus offers many tent and
lean-to sites and even has a few cabins thrown in for those who
really don’t like sleeping in the cold. Modern restrooms, showers
with doors and hot water will keep you fresh during your stay.
Wood is available from the Eric the park ranger and our host for
the weekend. We (John) will have coffee going, but you are on
your own for the everything else so bring what you need. Well
stocked markets are just a few miles away for what you might
forget. Bring something for yourself and a little to share. Some of
the finest campfire cooking happens at Wilgus. While in my mind
the weather is going to be great, this is New England so be prepared for the slight chance of a cold and wet weekend.
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$25 or a gold card is the entry fee, you can pay here on the site
through PayPal or send the treasurer a check. There is plenty of room,
tent sites and lean-to’s are available on a first come basis, and for a
$100 more there are a few cabins available, the cabins sleep 4 comfortably but cram in as many as you like. Please e-mail me your interest in one of the cabins. Pre-registration is always appreciated but last
minute holdouts are always welcome and you may pay the enforcement team Friday evening. Your camp counselors John Van Hook and
Billc ( John is the guy with the clipboard and whistle)

HOPE to see y’all there

MOO.
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Prez Says

By Ken Springhetti

Greetings YB Nation. Despite the cold weather, we had an amazing
turnout at the Willowbrook last weekend. As I write this, it’s 28 degrees
and overcast. My cube wall neighbor
brought his Fat Bike into work and is
riding around in the snow on the biggest
knobbies I have ever seen attached to a
pedal bike. It just seems like its never
going to end… BUT IT WILL!!
The SaVaNt’s Goulds Sugar House ride
is just around the corner, leading you all
into my favorit-est and the most best-est
YB event of the year (drum roll). THE
FROSTY NUTZ CAMPOUT. Spring will
eventually have to show its head, and when it does, we will ride, eat,
and sleep on the cold hard ground like the bad-asses we truly are.
There will be snow in the woods, and frost on your acorns, but the harbinger of all good moto things to come is a little fortitude, and warm hat.
Speaking of warm hats, Catfish, our intrepid store keeper, has ordered
more of those great YB skull caps that we sold out of last week. He’s
got shirts and hats and all kinds of goodies in store for us.

Call for volunteers
I am looking for volunteers to work the
upcoming rallies. We’ll need folks to work
the registration table, serve food at the
kitchen, work a shift at the store, help
people set up their tents and clean up the
trash at the end. Pemi, Damn Yankees
and Lime Rock are great events and volunteering is a fun way to meet new people. If anyone has a big truck and wants to haul the YB Toybox, let myself or one of the officers know. Volunteers make this club what it is, we
love you and thank you for stepping up!
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YB Board Meeting The board met last Sunday and we covered
a lot of ground. Thanks to everyone for chiming in on the many important discussions we had. We covered insurance, finances, the forum, rally planning and lots of the work has been done to insure 2015 is
a fun year. Bob has reserved the Warren Inn for the holiday party, we’re
having a pig roast again at Pemi , and there will be a double header
weekend with Damn Yankees and Lime Rockz, so let your significant
other know you’ll be out partying! There were MOTORCYCLES in the
parking lot, we ‘re going camping in 6 weeks, hang on tight folks, the
weather will break, I promise. .. Waegemann showed up on a brand
spankin new GS.. and if that’s not proof enough, I don’t know what else
to say .
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Editors View

By Dwight Nevins

Shop Class

If you look hard enough , you may find something you didn’t even know
you were looking for. On a recent trip to Brattleboro Vermont we stumbled across a motorcycle scene that I wouldn't have guessed even existed. I’ve been thru Brattleboro maybe eight or ten time before.
Either on my way home from Heath , or on my way to the Frosty Nutz.
A nice little downtown, cool record stores and antique shops. The first
time I was there, was because the Chelsea Royal
Diner in West Brattleboro
was a stop on a Poker
Run at the DY Rally back
in 2005. I remember the
year because Max BMW in
Troy was another stop on
the run, and we took the
opportunity to test ride a
BRAND NEW R12 RT, and
that debuted in 2005. I’ve been going back to the Chelsea Royal for
their Cajun Skillet every chance I get .
Last year on a ski trip to Mt Snow, we found cool little shop
called Vintage Steele. They’re across the street from the Price Chopper
out behind the printing company. Only open on weekends, ( Josh and
Chris both had REAL jobs during the week ) they renovated old Hondas, Hodakas, Guzzis,
Brits and whatever anyone from the area was
lucky enough to find in
the back of a barn. They
got these old relics running and sent them rolling out into the world
under their own power !
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This year we stopped in to see the boys again, They’re still there on the
weekends, but now Josh Steele (Owner) has gone full time and Chris is
waiting to break the news to his (other) boss, that he’s found his lifes
calling in the Motorcycle Industry! They gave me the GRAND TOUR < I
saw their well equipped machine shop they’ve assembled, and I even
got to go picking upstairs in the attic, BONUS I found a cool elephant
ear fender for some project I’ll come up with!
Last year Chris had a toaster that looked a lot like mine, when I
asked about it he told me he’d trade it for their latest project, a , r69 that
they’ve done quite a custom job on ! Recently finished , it’s on display in
the front window of his girlfrends Café downtown, Alongside a café Triumph, out back is a Norton Scrambler and a XS650 Bobber .
We discussed my SL350 project that I STILL haven’t gotten
around to (again this year ).
Hopefully that will be delivered
to them in the Mulch trailer ,
and will come home on 101
under it’s own power !
Visit on your way to Frosty Nuts or a Virtual Visit on FB or their website
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http://www.vintagesteele.com/

SHOP CLASS (cont )
After visiting VS, we went looking for the Tulip, But what did we find on
the way? Yet ANOTHER cool motorcycle shop, this one down on Flat
Street , Lynde Motorsports. Eight or 10 bikes parked out front of his
place, the Centerpiece being a 250cc
4 cyl Moto Guzzi !
I’ll bet you didn’t
know that ever existed did ya? I had to
take a pretty close
look to see if was
really a CB350 four
stuffed into a little
frame with Guzzi
Badges cobbled on ,
but NO , It’s REAL !
We knocked and met Stanley Lynde, who invited us to have a look
around, He favors American Motorcycles for himself, but just like Vintage Steele , he’ll be happy to help you out with just about anything you
can push his way ( or drag like the scooter on the roof suggests ?)
We spotted three HD Sportys, a V11 Guzzi, and a couple of
Hondas surrounded his Jewel like Guzzi like a protective band of Big
Brothers. The building itself is built right into the hillside , where Flat
Street ends and Hill Street begins,I guess. Pretty sweet location ! He
says he holds a Block Party there every summer, Flat Street becomes
Flathead street, it’s closed off and I hear LOTS of Bikes show up
Inside we see what looks like Frankenstein‘s slab holding up
his personal project A vintage FLATHEAD Ratbike of indeterminate
origin. We were lucky enough to get to see them get a CB750 motor
bench started for the first time in
MANY years , Out back he was rebuilding an R75 motor too.
No website for Lynde Motorsports, but
find out lots more on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/
LyndeMotorsports
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So If you find yourself in Brattlebooro on April 26 , Do yourself a favor and
stop in and see the guys at Vintage Steele
# 448 Canal St, Behind Lotus Graphics
and at Stanley Lyndes shop # 79 Flat Street Brattleboro
Oh and enjoy one of those Cajun Skillets too
http://www.chelsearoyaldiner.com/ 487 Marlboro Rd, West Brattleboro
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Secretary’s Report

By Marc Waegemann

March Gold Card Meeting

Secretary Says:
09:21 Ken called the meeting to order as 59 members sat attentively. Three bikes in the Willow Brook Restaurant parking lot illustrated that there are still a few that ride their motorcycle whenever they
see an opportunity. Ken announced that Wallace French and Karl
Renneker have made it to Jacksonville, Florida in 19 hours and
that they would have gotten there quicker if they had not experienced
traffic congestion around Washington, D.C.; both sent their best according to our fearless leader, confirmed by the power of social media.
Ken then moved on to very sad news. Don “The Kiltmeister”
Faichney has passed away. Don was the founder of the The Loonie-Tic
BMW Riders, who emerged from the 2002 BMW MOA International
Rally held in Trenton, Ontario. He will be missed. Our heartfelt condolences to his family.

R.I.P. “Kiltmeister”
Next we focused on new members. Andy Bigum, owner of a
R1150RS, who rests his head in Medfield, stepped up and introduced
himself. Welcome Andy!

Jay Reynolds of Wagner ’s Motor spor t r ode in on a
new R NineT. An absolutely beautiful bike, which can be rich in
customizations. I’m not surprised that a few members already
own one of these instant collectables.
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Bike Marshall Training
Dave Harmacek took the floor to discuss being a Bike
Marshall. Have you ever watched the Tour de France, a parade, or
other notable procession and noticed the BMWs? You too could
become a certified Moto Marshall and be qualified to lead one of
these events. This year, the training courses will be held on March
28th and 29th at MAX BMW Motorcycles in Brookfield, CT.
Choose from two courses. The introductory clinic for new officials is a two-day course that includes basic instruction for road,
track, cyclocross, and mountain bike officiating. USA Cycling
rulebooks will be provided. The advanced certification course is a
two-day course designed for experienced Motos, who wish to
learn more and share their knowledge. On both Saturday and Sunday mornings there will be hands on equipment discussions and
workshops. Bring your radios, helmets, gear, stripes, vests, and
bike. Or volunteer to help in setting things up. Contact Elizabeth
Campbell mslizvt@yahoo.com for more information on upcoming sessions.
Membership The next point for Ken was insuring that ever yone in the room had their membership dues paid up. Are yours all
paid up? Got your new 2015 membership card?
Former President and esteemed “Ancient Mariner” Bruce
Ferguson announced his 20th anniversary of attending YB
breakfasts. Bruce noted that the Yankee Beemers have an undeniable skillset of making new members feel completely unwelcome
and ignored. He told his own tale of showing up at the Colonial
that March in 1995 and watching a guy on a K75S pull up, unzip
a full Aerostitch, and go in for some grub. Bruce was in awe with
a club that did not ride for woman’s shelters, rehash the last poker
run, but simply loved to talk motorcycles. After that meeting
Bruce sold his Harley. For the April meeting Bruce showed up on
his own K75S, realizing that Harleys do many things, but one
thing they do especially well is sell, resell, resell, and resell again.
Special recognition came from the group for the attendance of Mallory Slate, who is selling one of his bikes. Please look
for a detailed description in the YB classifieds on the forum. The
lighting extras on this bike were likened by some members as “a
BMW with a tanning bed”.
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Special recognition came from the group for the attendance of Mallory Slate, who is selling one of his bikes. Please look
for a detailed description in the YB classifieds on the forum. The
lighting extras on this bike were likened by some members as “a
BMW with a tanning bed”.
Jay Reynolds of Wagner ’s Motor spor t r ode in on a
new R NineT. An absolutely beautiful bike, which can be rich in
customizations. I’m not surprised that a few members already
own one of these instant collectables.
Longtime member, officer, board member and friend of
the club Fred Kolack was in
attendance, and promised to be
back on two wheels. Great to
see you Fred!
50/50 resulted in Paul
Provost and Jay Reynolds
each winning $52 cash. In addition, Wagner Motorsports provided a gift card, which Ken
raffled off. Steve Martin won
the Wagner’s gift card and the
GS hobby kit donated by an anonymous member. Fret not, tax
forms were mailed, so after initial purchase price of the ticket,
less deductions
our winners really only walked
away with $18
collectively.
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Board of Directors Minutes: March 15, 2015
Meeting was called to order by President Ken Springhetti.
Quorum was met as 8 of 9 officers were present.
Jim Sanders stated that cur r ent member ship is 69%
renewed. The club is in good standing with $23,821 in cash assets
going into the new rally season.
Moe Lazarro suggested looking into an online savings
account that yields more interest than our current money market.
After some discussion, the officers and board agreed to move
$4,000 to a new online bank to utilize more savings interest.
28 Gold Cards sold. As a provisional measure, the club
has offered an added incentive of using your Gold Card for 4 out
of the 5 events. Details will be provided shortly.
The group applauded Jim’s excellent accounting skills and
thanked him for his continued commitment. Well done! Thank
you for your hard work. Being Treasurer is one of the hardest
jobs.
We discussed liability insurance for some of our new
events, such as a proposed dirt ride and the Tech Day with John
van Hook. How much is too much and what ser ves as a safe
introduction for these bring your own events. What would make
sense at a tech day? Brake bleeding, oil change, minor service,
please let us know. We will explore AMA insurance once more
information is gathered. John Shields shouted “Bring your own
women!” He must have thought we were talking about a different
agenda item…
It was agreed that for Pemi River we will once again have a Pig
Roast, dining tent June 12
-14.
Bob Blethen will book
the Warren Inn for our
holiday party on January
16th 2016.
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Damn Yankees Chair Dana Lewis is looking forward to retirement. This means that we need a new Rally Master for our flagship rally. John Shields suggested we re-address the Damn Yankees rally and who would be willing to run the event in the fall.
Toy Box being 20ft long was discussed as simply being too big to
haul. It was also discussed that we possibly could use as smaller
trailer, but logistics, cost, and common sense were all held on balance. The trailer is also used as a storage unit and for bike recovery. Knowing we would not solve this matter, Ken Springhetti
assigned Bob Blethen and John Shields as the exploratory committee for a smaller sized trailer.
Richard “Catfish” Roy gave the
store report. Warm hats (see John
Shields photo left have sold out. Next
up, sun hats, wicking shirts (“Dark colors don’t show grease”, said Ken), afterward embroidered denim shirts will
be coming next.
Forum: Some people have not signed
up for some reason. This issue will be
monitored.
With no further business, President Ken Springhetti closed the
meeting.
Secretary: Marc Waegemann, March 15, 2015
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Riders We are our own worst enemy !

Victor Cruz

When outdoor temps hit in the 40’s earlier this month, something
happened to the psyche. The sight of dry, delicious asphalt pavement with that divisive yellow line up the middle agitated the psyche. At last, sundried pavement. I could smell it and taste it…a certain premonition. Birdsong filtered through a screen of nostalgia.
Past moto adventures rode roughshod over a dim witted reverie…
You know where this is going and it went there fast. The thrill of
summer riding and road trips of yore.
Now you ache for it. Winter of our discontent. It was a crushing
blow, all that snow. It accumulated and the more it did the more of
a comedy it became. It buried any dream of arms outstretched and
hands on the grips, the world viewed through a narrow visor vantage point and wind piercing ears. No thought of that. None whatsoever. A block of ice stood in the space where your dream riding
mind once occupied. When the world is blanketed in 99 inches of
that white stuff and squeezing the secondaries to one-way lanes
and blocking your corner views with eight foot towers of plowed
mess, the suggestion of riding past green grass and green hills
never enters the mind.
Now we have the insurance world further spoiling our fun. The
Bloomberg headline read: “Motorcyclists may be their own worst
enemy on the road.” (As opposed to what, in the sky?) Singlevehicle mishaps. That term, “single-vehicle accidents” has always
rubbed me wrongly. I just never got the memo.
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Progressive said that riders are to blame for causing more accidents to
themselves than rear-end oopsy daisies, by as much as 3.5 times
more. With auto accidents, the trend is just the opposite. Rear-end hits
account for a higher number of car accidents, followed by single-vehicle
incidents, according to Progressive’s report on autos.
“Excess speed is the most common rider-related factor in fatal motorcycle
accidents,” Steve Carapia, a California Highway Patrol public information
officer, said in a phone interview. Motorcyclists who drive too fast can’t
identify and react to obstacles in the road, he said.
“They don’t give themselves enough time to maneuver around the object,”
Carapia said. “Due to their speed, it’s hard to negotiate that hazard.”
According to National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, motorcyclists
made up 14% of all vehicle-related fatalities in 2013, up from about 9% in
2004. That grim number comes out to 4,480 or about 12 riders per day.
Every year, the fatalities caused by helmet-less heads going to Laconia
Bike Week exceeds that number.

“Riding while intoxicated on alcohol
or controlled substances is another
leading cause of motorcycle accidents,” Carapia said.
“Progressive saw the most motorcycle claims from single vehicle accidents -— far more than rear-end,
intersection, and stolen bikes combined,” Scott Hall, motorcycle product manager at the insurer, said in
the report. “Even when other vehicles aren’t around, you need to be
extremely vigilant on the open
road.”
Keep being mindful, and you will
survive the open road, if not this
winter.
###
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2015 Yankee Beemers Calendar
Watch the website for the latest updates
http://www.yankeebeemers.org/events.html

at The Willowbrook Restaurant
2015 Breakfasts
http://www.willowbrookrestr.com/
$14.00 PP Buffet
Sundays 8:30 AM

16 Hastings St

Mendon, Ma.

April 19, 2015
May 17, 2015
Oct 18, 2015
Nov 15, 2015
Dec 20, 2015

June - July - Aug—Sept
will be Roving Breakfasts

You can also keep track of late breaking events our YB Website Forum
WWW.YANKEEBEEMERS.ORG
http://www.kenspring.com/ybforum/forumdisplay.php?5-Events-andGatherings

April 18
April, 24-26

Goulds Sugar House Ride
The Frosty Nuts Campout Wilgus Vt

May 9

Tech Day JVH home Dighton,Ma

May 16

Dunbars Open House Brockton,Ma

May 30-31

RI500 / Twisted Throttle Open
House /Campout

June 6-7,2015
The Puppy Dog Ride , MOV
June 12-14,2015 The Pemi River Rally, Thornton NH
July 19
July 23– 26

Roving Breakfast at The Fairview Inn
BMWMOA National Billings Mt.

August 7-9

The 20th Damn Yankees Rally

August 14-16
The Lime Rockz Rally, Lime Rock CT
August 23, 2015 Roving Breakfast
Quaker Tavern
September 13
Sept (TBD )
Sept (TBD )

European Motorcycle Day Larz Anderson
Foodies In The Foothills
The Whacky Hat Rally

October 1-4, 2015 BMWRA Harrison Arkansas
October 31, 2015 Gould's Sugar House by Dana Lewis
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Membership Form

BMWMOA #153

BMWRA #71

AMA#6905

The Yankee Beemers have been a driving force in the New England BMW motorcycle scene
since 1984. We are an enthusiastic group of BMW motorcycle owners, riders and restorers
comprising of members from New England to California. Our goal is to promote
camaraderie among our members through year-round monthly breakfast meetings as well
as through our monthly newsletter,The Boxer Shorts, and with many seasonal campouts
and rides.
Non-BMW riders are also welcomed (but have no voting rights). Membership expires 12/31.

Additional Regular or Associate Member:
Fee Schedule:
A single BMW owner in a household – Regular membership - cost $30
Two BMW owners in a household - Both are Regular members - cost $35
One non-BMW owner in a household - Associate membership - cost $30
( No Voting Rights )
Two non- BMW owners in a household - Both are Associate members- cost
$35
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Send this form and your payment to:

Yankee Beemers, Inc.
P.O Box 2151
Fitchburg, MA 01420
Please make checks payable to:
Yankee Beemers, Inc.
Name:

Address:

Email:

YB Forum user
name:

Phone/Cell:

Applicationtype:.New☐ Renewal ☐ YB #:
Membership

Regular ($30) ☐

+Additional (name) (+$5) ☐
Non-BMW Owner ($30) ☐

Your Motorcycle(s) :
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YB Breakfast Mendon, Ma.

Frosty Nuts Campout,

Sun Apr 19

Apr 24-26

http://www.yankeebeemers.org/membership.html

Ascutney Vt.

Goulds Sugar House Orange, Ma

Sat Apr 18

