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Editor’s Briefs
by John Shields
As the philosopher Dirty Harry once said, “a man’s got to know his
limitations.” And almost every day I am reminded that I am not
bulletproof, though as a youth I thought I was, and that every day comes
some challenge to adapt to, improvise around or overcome in some
fashion. That thought was put into stark relief ten days or so ago when I
was moving a large X-ray printer (“go ahead...make my day”) that
weighed around two hundred and eighty pounds into the back of my van
-- and I lost my footing on a patch of ice, fell face-first into the
equipment and messed up my nose. Two and a half hours in the
emergency room (with dozens there for flu and colds) left me with the
knowledge that I need to be more careful when working and by
extension, when motorcycling. I must adapt for my failing night vision,
my slower reflexes and my wandering mind. Where was I?
Oh yea, adapting. In light of
that, pun intended, I’ve
purchased some Denali
DM1 LED driving lights for
my new-to-me Triumph
Scrambler from Twisted
Throttle in order to address
the feeble candlepower
dribbling from the
headlight. Now I’m looking
forward to seeing the road
at night, not to mention all
god’s furry creatures lining
the roads, their little eyes
sparkling in the gleam of
those DM1’s. Should be an
improvement over “guess
what’s in the road.”
Next up will be braided
brake lines and better brake
pads to increase the feel and
lower the stopping
distances of the single disc
front end. Already replaced

the stock Bridgestone “Trail Wings” with better Avon Distanzia radial
dual-sport tires and plan to improve the suspension with front springs
designed for my weight and a damping fluid change followed up by
replacing the stock shocks with something good from the aftermarket.
I’m hoping these improvements will result in a better handling, better
stopping bike...and me, safer on the road.
So, does a safer bike make one a safer motorcyclist? Sure, why not? As
long as the mind is in the game, the bike is tuned and all systems are go a
better bike should result in fewer safety issues on the road. But, as they
say, the devil is in the details...and that bit about the mind being in the
game. It’s so easy (at least for me) to let my mind wander as I ride -- all
sorts of items clanging for attention in the brain, that upcoming job, the
“discussion” with the wife, that funny patch of skin, all clamoring.
Distractions abound on the road too, as you know. Big sale, pedestrians, a
dog in a tutu can turn one’s concentration into mush and I’m susceptible.
The opposite of this mush-mind is an alert, relaxed, in-the-moment grasp
of one’s surroundings and potential threats and the poised response this
allows -- like a jet-fighter jockey striving for situational awareness. If
only! Never mind eliminating setting the GPS while riding or listening to
tunes in the helmet, my simple goal is to remain alert while riding. But,
“This is can be a formal Zen practice. And when doing something, just do
it. When driving, just drive; when eating, just eat; when working, just
work.” And when riding, just ride.
Guess safety for me comes down to living in the moment and being
aware of what’s around me while riding, working and living. It means
closing the window to distracting thoughts, calming the brain and
reducing emotional responses to perceived threats or slights on the road.
The hope is to gain that elusive state of grace more often this year and for
longer periods of time; there are very real rewards for this mindfulness in
addition to enhanced safety. “Cultivating a nonjudgmental awareness of
the present bestows a host of benefits. Mindfulness reduces stress, boosts
immune functioning, reduces chronic pain, lowers blood pressure, and
helps patients cope with cancer. By alleviating stress, spending a few
minutes a day actively focusing on living in the moment reduces the risk
of heart disease. Mindfulness may even slow the progression of
HIV.” (from Psychology Today)
So, here’s to a better, safer, more enjoyable year of motorcycling for our
Yankee Beemer family -- but I better get going because I’m behind on the
newsletter, my mind is wandering and I’d rather be riding -- in the
moment. The dude will abide.

Prez Sez
by Bob Blethen
Well after a hectic start things are calming down a bit. Setting the
calender for the coming year there were a couple of errors, The Frosty
Nutz was in the Boxer Shorts for the first weekend in May, well that is
not right. The Frosty Nutz is the last weekend in April, the 26th, 27th, and
28th, at Wilgus state park in Vermont. The Scoot and Shoot was set for the
same weekend. How did that happen. Too many cooks, now the Scoot
and Shoot is being rescheduled for sometime in May. Roy Bertalotto is in
charge of the arrangements for the Shoot and Scoot, TBA. Stay tuned for
updates.
The Holiday Party was fairly well attended with 58 paid guests. Coctail
hour commenced at 5:00 pm. With warm canapes served, dinner followed
at 6:00, with a plated salad and a hot buffet. Followed by coffee and
desert. For the evenings entertainment a Yankee Swap was run by yours
truly and the First Lady drew the tickets. The tickets drawn seemed to
revolve around only a few tables. The most hotly sought after prize were
the tickets to Lime Rock Park, a pack of four tickets was generously
donated by Survive the Ride. The outgoing Administration were
presented with plaques thanking them for their service, the Steve
Gooding award was presented to Carl Saccocia, Dave Harmacek and the
previous winners picked Carl for his long service to the club. The only
disappointment, Carl was not wearing his multicolored helicopter beanie.
I would like to thank the
vendors who attended for
their generous gifts and
participation.
The next weekend found
50 Ybs on a bus headed
for The Jacob Javitts
center in NY for the
International Motorcycle
show. The bus left
somewhat promptly
around 7:00 am. We
made a quick stop at exit
3 in RI and we were on
our way to Manhattan.
Tom Kemper and crew
provided, entertainment

and snacks
for the trip
down. We
arrived
with out
mishap at
the
show,all of
your
favorite
vendors
were in
attendance.
Shiny new
bikes to
look at or
sit on if
you liked.
The new 1200 GS is interesting looking, not too unfamiliar. Attending an
event such as this I am always amused by some of the people in
attendance, people watching is one of my favorite things. After three
hours of being jostled by the many attendees, it was back on the bus for a
short ride South of Houston to the World famous Katz's deli. If you go,
order the pastrami, Christine and I highly recommend it, don't forget to
get sauerkraut and the half sour pickles.. Don't wear any Patriots gear
when trying to place an order you will be sent to the back of the line, as
Christine found out. Dessert was next door at a Gelato store.
We were back on the bus at 4:00 and headed home, entertainment was
once again provided with a couple of B movies for the audiences
viewing, I had to wonder why I had never seen them in the theater, not .
The day came to an end when we arrived safely back in Franklin at 8:30
to get in our cars and drive home. A long day at that. While not a big fan
of bus travel, the driver was excellent very smooth. He did not once get
us lost. Thanks to Tom Kemper, for arranging the bus travel and to
anyone else who pitched in to make it a great trip.
So the next thing on the agenda is the February 17, breakfast at our
winter clubhouse the Willowbrook Restaurant. Breakfast at 8:00 with a
short meeting to follow. Please stop by and join us for breakfast, a good
excuse to get out of the house on a winter day. One more thing --

don't forget to renew
reading. Bob

your membership. Thanks for

Rally Schedule 2013
by Victor Cruz
May 3-5, 2013 | Frosty Nutz Campout, Ascutney, VT
Camp with the YB's at Wilgus State Park on the Connecticut River.
June 7-9, 2013 | Pemi River Rally, Thornton, NH
Camp with the YB's during Laconia Bike Week. Sorry, no loud pipes.
August 2-4, 2013 | Damn Yankees Rally, Health, MA
Camp with the YB's under the stars in the Berkshires.
August 16-18, 2013 | Lime Rockz Rally, Lakeville, CT
Camp on a hill overlooking a beautiful private race course.
September 13-15, 2013 | Boxer Shorts at Snow Farm, Williamsburg, MA
A non-camping event for foodies and your significant other.
September 20-22, 2013 | Whackey Hat Rally, Eastford, CT
Camp with the YB's in Connecticut and bring a funny hat.
May 3-5, 2013 | Frosty Nutz Campout, Wilgus State Park, Ascutney,
Vermont -- Our rally season kicks off with camping in 30-degree night
temps. Bring a zero-degree sleeping bag, a sweater and a wool cap. A nofrills event, bonfire, morning coffee. A mix of lean-to’s, Connecticut
River-facing camp sites, limited cabins. Firewood available on site.
Bring your own dinner to cook over fires. Services nearby. Fee is $25.
Mail check to Yankee Beemers, P.O. Box 2151 Fitchburg, MA 01420, re:
Frosty Nutz, or via PayPal at www.yankeebeemers.org. Rallymasters:
Bill Cusack (bcusack@comcast.net); Ken Spangetti
(kz1000@hotmail.com)
June 7-9, 2013 | Pemi River Rally, Thornton, New Hampshire -- Join
us for 2 nights at the Pemi River Campground in Thornton, located in
New Hampshire's beautiful White Mountains. We're going back to the
roots of Yankee Beemer motorcycle rallying, so no field camping, no
bands, or a circus tent. However, our Toy Box will be there, a blazing
campfire, an excellent Saturday feast, and of course some of the finest
BMW riders in the land. Friday night burgers and dogs and all-day coffee
are included in the rally fee. Gold cards must also preregister for an
accurate food count. Participation in the Saturday night steak feast is by

pre-registration only. Fee with food is $55, or at the gate $30 (no food).
Mail check to Yankee Beemers, P.O. Box 2151 Fitchburg, MA 01420, re:
Pemi, or via PayPal at www.yankeebeemers.org. Rallymasters: Roy
Bertalotto (rvb100@comcast.net); Kurt Schmucki
(kschmucki@builderssystemsinc.com); Craig Cleasby
(colt03@gmail.com)
August 2-4, 2013 | 18th Damn Yankees Rally, Heath, Massachusetts -Join us for our annual flagship event, where all proceeds are donated to
local charities. Located in beautiful Heath, MA, the 18th annual Damn
Yankees Rally is rustic camping at one of New England’s oldest
operating fairgrounds. Rustic outdoor showers. Saturday morning a-Lacarte breakfast, Saturday evening chicken BBQ by the Heath Volunteer
Fire Department is included, food concession on site with hamburgers,
hot dogs and Legendary Church Ladies homemade pies and baked
goods. (Coffee is free if you bring your own mug.) Saturday night “burn
it all” bonfire is always a good time. Saturday activities include a guided
Dual Sport Ride, a guided backroad tour, a visit to a legendary ISDT
Spanish Motorcycle museum, our famous field events and Scottish
Trials. All brand riders and their guests welcome. Gates open Friday
8:00am. Sorry, no early arrivals, no day passes, no pets. Fee is $40 (by
July14) $55 at the gate. Children under 13 yrs, $15. Mail check to:
Yankee Beemers, P.O. Box 2151 Fitchburg, MA 01420 re: Damn Yanks,
or via PayPal at www.yankeebeemers.org. Rallymasters: Dana Lewis:
(ybnews@verizon.net); Marc Waegemann (waegemann@hotmail.com)
August 16-18, 2013 | 2nd Lime Rockz Rally, Lakeville, Connecticut -Camp out under a canopy of trees overlooking one of the most beautiful
race courses in the East and arise to the hum of the Skip Barber Race
Series Formula cars on the track. Experience an escorted ride on the
racecourse where Paul Newman raced. Win a chance for a passenger hot
lap. Enjoy a “Meet and Greet” with various racers and track officials.
Explore beautiful ribbons of asphalt in North Western Connecticut and
across the border into New York state and the Catskills. Visit the new
Motorcyclepedia museum in Newburgh, NY. Enjoy great dining at the
Falls Village Inn and the famous Toymakers Cafe in Falls Village, CT. At
Lime Rock Park you will have access to the Park, the concession and
refreshment stands, the paddocks, hot showers and close-by restrooms.
Saturday night we will provide a grill and we will have coffee in the

morning. Fee is $40 in advance, $50 at gate, via Paypal at
www.yankeebeemers.org or mail check to Yankee Beemers, P.O. Box
2151 Fitchburg, MA 01420, Re: Lime Rockz. Rallymasters: Jack Phelps
(jphelpsant@yahoo.com); John Shields (jjshields01@cox.net)
Sept. 13-15, 2013 | 6th Annual Boxer Shorts at Snow Farm,
Williamsburg, Mass. -- Leave your camping gear behind and put a roof
over your head at this artist retreat in Williamsburg, MA, just north of
Northampton, off Hyde Hill Road and Route 9. We will have a glass
blowing exhibit and all inclusive food amenities. Dormitory style private
rooms (single & double) with everything provided: sheets, towels,
pillows, blanket. Local rides to the Bridge of Flowers and the Peace
Pagoda. Gourmet dinners Friday and Sat night, two full breakfasts and
even a bagged picnic lunch. Roll in after 2:00 Friday. See the video at
www.snowfarm.org. Fee is $150 via Paypal at www.yankeebeemers.org
or mail check to Yankee Beemers, P.O. Box 2151 Fitchburg, MA 01420,
Re: Snow Farm. Rallymasters: Victor Cruz (vcruz@mediapr.net); Moe
Lazzaro (molaz@comcast.net)
September 20-22, 2013 |Whackey Hat Rally, Eastford, Connecticut -The Whackey Hat is the last official YB campout of the season. It used to
be held in Vermont and it used to rain every year. In a fit of PMS
(parked motorcycle syndrome) the attendees started "crafting" hats out of
whatever they could find. Soon judges were recruited to decide the "best"
hat. A few years ago the wackiness shifted a bit with a new and much
improved location at the Charlie Brown Campground located in the
peaceful, prerevolutionary, quiet corner town of Eastford, Connecticut.
The campground is nestled among rolling hills,
sleepy rivers and 12,000+ acres of state park
and forests. The roads in the area are amazing.
Although we promise perfect weather for this
event we still come prepared with a giant
pavilion which makes for a great YB central.
Fee is $35 by PayPal on
www.yankeebeemers.org or mail check to
Yankee Beemers, P.O. Box 2151 Fitchburg,
MA 01420, re: Whackey Hat. Rallymasters Bill
Cusack(bdanderson72@hotmail.com); Brian
Anderson (bcusack@comast.net)

Dear Abby
by Tom Kemper
I’ve never written to you before, but i really need your advice on what
could be a crucial decision. I’ve suspected for some time now that my
wife has been cheating on me.
The usual signs...phone rings but if I answer, the caller hangs up. My
wife has been going out with the girls a lot recently although when I ask
their names she always says, “Just some friends from work, you don’t
know them. “I always stay awake to look out for her taxi coming home,
but she always walks down the drive.
Anyway, I have never approached the subject with my wife. I think deep
down I just didn’t want to know the truth, but last night she went out
again and I decided to really check on her. I decided I was going to park
my BMW R1150 GS motorcycle next to the garage and then hide behind
it so I could get a good view of the whole street when she came home. It
was at that moment, crouching behind my bike, that I noticed that the
valve covers on my engine seemed to be leaking a little oil. Is this
something I can fix myself or should I take it back to the dealer?

Remembering John Sweeney
It’s hard to believe that it has been four years since the untimely
death of John (Yankee Beemer, former Executive Director of the
Larz Anderson Auto Museum and founder of the European
Motorcycle Classic).
I’m sure that his many friends who gathered to celebrate John’s
life four years ago (filling the large hall at Larz) still miss him; we
do, very dearly.
Angus Crowe, Dana Lewis and Bill Neilson

News from the World
by John Shields
Motojournalist Kevin Ash was killed after being “involved in a
motorcycle accident during a launch event in South Africa” sponsored by
BMW Motorrad according to motorcycleusa.com. “The accident
happened to the north of a town called George, 250 kilometers east of
Cape Town.”
“Kevin was the motorcycling correspondent for the Daily Telegraph,
formerly worked for MCN and provided columns for a long list of other
publications as a freelancer.”
He was “Known for his technical authority, clarity of expression and
prolific output, father to his wife and three daughters and universally
liked,” wrote MCN about their former colleague.
BMW sells Husqvarna to KTM CEO Stefan Pierer.
The Husqvarna marque has been bought and sold many times in its
history (read more in The Rise and Fall of Husqvarna Motorcycles).
Originally a Swedish company, Husqvarna was acquired by Cagiva in
1986 and went Italian, eventually consolidated with Cagiva under the
MV Agusta group in 2002. BMW acquired the brand in 2007.
Traditionally a dirt bike brand, under BMW ownership Husqvarna began
developing street models based off BMW engines.
The BMW Group is realigning its BMW Motorrad business. In the
context of changing motorcycle markets, demographic trends and
increasing environmental demands, BMW Motorrad will expand its
product offering to exploit future growth potential. The focus of the
realignment will be on urban mobility and e-mobility. By restructuring
the segment, the BMW Group will concentrate on expanding and
utilizing the resources of the BMW Motorrad brand. Therefore the
BMW Group signed a purchase agreement with Pierer Industrie AG
(Austria) for the acquisition of Husqvarna Motorcycles. The acquisition
will proceed subject to approval by anti-trust authorities. Both companies
have agreed not to disclose the purchase price.
BMW Motorrad achieved a new sales record in 2012. With the
realignment of its motorcycle business, BMW Motorrad aims to maintain

profitable and sustainable growth over the coming years. Its current core
business consists exclusively of premium vehicles in the categories
“Tourer”, “Enduro”, “Sport”, “Roadster” and “Maxi-Scooter” from 650
to 1600 cc. BMW Motorrad entered the urban mobility segment for the
first time in 2012 with the C 650 GT and C 600 Sport maxi-scooters. The
next step in the expansion of the product line-up in this segment will be
the series launch of the “C evolution” electric scooter in 2014. Further
innovative vehicle concepts are also under consideration. Drive trains
will include both environmentally-friendly combustion engines and pure
electric drives. This move by BMW Motorrad reflects the BMW Group’s
overall focus on early identification of trends, such as megacities and
traffic density, as well as environmental issues. Corresponding products
and services are already available for the Automobile segment.
In addition to the expansion in the field of urban mobility, core segments
from the 650 single-cylinder entry-level bike to the 6-cylinder luxury
tourer will also be selectively expanded.
2012 Best Year on Record for BMW Motorrad.
BMW Motorrad maintained its sales growth through the end of 2012,
making the year the German marque’s best on record with a total of
106,358 motorcycles and scooters supplied throughout the world. For the
month of December alone deliveries rose by 43.4% (6069 units) as
compared to the same period in 2011 (4232 units).
BMW's domestic market remains the most vibrant, claiming 20,516 units
sold in Germany. The United States came in second with 12,100 units.
France (10,950) and Italy (10,200) were third and fourth-largest
respectively.
Growth in South
America also
added to
BMW’s success,
with 7422 units
delivered in
Brazil. BMW
has been
manufacturing
motorcycles in
its Manaus,
Brazil plant
since 2010 and
plans to expand
production of its
products in the

country by 2014. The development project is expected to draw over 200
million Euros in investment and create over 1000 new jobs in the region.
BMW Motorrad’s global success remains powered by the success of its
GS line of motorcycles. The R1200GS came out as the brand’s most
popular mount worldwide, with 17,249 units sold over the year.
The F800GS was the second most popular model, selling 11,487 units
while the R1200GS Adventure rounded out the top-three with 10,203
units sold. Other segments did well too; 8970 S1000RR superbikes were
distributed, 7909 R1200 RT touring bikes were sold and the big-bore
K1600GT and GTL models combined for 10,033 units sold.
In the US market, S1000RR sales grew by 20.9% with a total of 1934
units sold compared to the 1600 distributed in 2011. The K1600GT and
GTL also did well in the States, with the GT’s sales up to 697 units
(+87.9% from 2011) and the GTL’s up to 1601 (+58.7 from 2011). G-

Series sales improved as well following the introduction of the G650GS
Sertao, helping to bump the entire G-Series line to 994 units sold
compared to 757 in 2011. Overall, BMW Motorrad had a 14% rise in
sales in 2012 compared to 2011 in the US.

BMW Motorrad subsidiary Husqvarna also had a stellar year, registering
a 15.7% improvement on its figures as compared to 2011. While
December was down by 4.7% for the brand, the high sales achievements
reached earlier in the year provided more than enough to make the year a
success. Husky’s off-road line-up remained the most popular, but sales of
street models like the Nuda 900 and 900R as well as of the TR650 Terra
and Strada maintained steady growth and added to the boost in overall
sales as well.
President of BMW Motorrad, Stephen Shaller, issued this statement
regarding the successful year.
The 2013 BMW F800 GT hits markets in February and is expected to
help boost sales even higher than in 2012.
"Never before in the history of BMW Motorrad have we been able to sell
as many vehicles. We have achieved this magnificent retail success in the
context of a very difficult motorcycle market, especially in Europe. I
would like to thank all our customers most sincerely for having placed
their trust in us. The new all-time sales high demonstrates that our
motorcycles and maxi scooters have been received extremely well. We
are on the right track with our product and sales strategy and we will
power ahead at full pace to enable ongoing growth.
"In December we started supplying to customers what is currently the
most innovative vehicle in the 1000cc supersports segment: the new
HP4. The three special Boxer models '90 years of BMW Motorrad' will
arrive at dealerships in January. In February we will start supplying the
new mid-range touring bike F800GT. And March 2013 sees the launch of
the successor to our bestseller. The all new R1200GS - containing our
entire experience drawn from over 30 years of GS development. It offers
significantly enhanced performance, a higher level of touring and offroad suitability, more equipment, enhanced safety and comfort and a
distinctive, modern GS design. We are confident that the new version of
the world's top-selling travel enduro bike will attract even more
customers. We also anticipate powerful growth stimuli from our maxi
scooters. Since the market launch in the second half of 2012 we have
been able to sell almost 5,300 vehicles and we now look forward to the
first whole sales year. There are lots of new products in store for our
customers in 2013 - the year of our 90th anniversary. Based on our
ongoing product offensive we feel confident as we look ahead to the
upcoming season. Our aim is to surpass the 2012 record once again."

Stories from the Road
I met Mike Valentin in Natick today (12/27) at a Starbucks
store there. We shared stories from the road, philosophy of
life, etc., etc. It was great for me to see him up here again,
and to make some plans for the future. Looks to me as if he
will be a Texan for a while longer.
John Gamel

White Horse Press Open House
Saturday, May 18th, 2013
107 East Conway Rd.
Center Conway, NH 03813
800-531-1133
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Looking Back...2010 Heath Rally
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Ride  To  Eat  -  Eat  To  Ride  
YB  Normal?  
  
Membership  Form  

The  Yankee  Beemers  have  been  a  driving  force  in  the  New  England  BMW  
motorcycle  scene  since  1984.  We  are  an  enthusiastic  group  of  BMW  motorcycle  
owners,  riders  and  restorers  comprising  of  members  from  New  England  to  
California.  Our  goal  is  to  promote  camaraderie  among  our  members  through  
year-round  monthly  breakfast  meetings  as  well  as  through  our  monthly  
newsletter,The  Boxer  Shorts,  and  with  many  seasonal  campouts  and  rides.  
Non-BMW  riders  are  also  welcome!.  
  

Name:  
Phone:  
Address:  
Cell:  
  
Email:  
City:  
Bikes  owned:  
State:  
Zip:  
  
  
  
MOA#:                                
    
RA  #:  
  
AMA#:  
Application  type:                New    ☐                                                  Renewal  ☐                                  
YB  #:  
Member  type:      Regular   ($30)  ☐        Non-‐BMW  Owner   ($30)   ☐      Associate  
(+$5)  ☐  
Additional  Regular  Member:
Associate  name:                                                                                                  
(Associate  has  no  voting  rights)  
Fee  Schedule:  

A  single  BMW  owner  in  a  household  Ȃ  Regular  membership  -‐  cost  $30  
Two  BMW  owners  in  a  household  -‐  Both  are  Regular  members  -‐  cost  $35  
One  non-‐BMW  owner  in  a  household  -‐  Associate  membership  -‐  cost  $30  
Two  non-‐  BMW  owners  in  a  household  -‐  Both  are  Associate  members-‐  cost  $35  
Membership  Expires  12/31  ,  You  may  also  renew  online  using  PayPal  at  
www.yankeebeeers.org.  Check  out  our  forum!  

Please  mail  this  form  with  a  check  payable  to:    
Yankee  Beemers,  Inc.  
P.O  Box  215  
Fitchburg,  MA  01420  
  

  

  
  
  

Next Meeting: S u n d a y, F e b r u a r y 1 7
8:30 am Willowbrook Restaurant
16 Hastings St. Mendon, MA
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