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Beemers Motorcycle Club is hosting our
Thirty First Annual Holiday Party!

Saturday, January 17, 2014
Warren Inn and Conference Center,
529 Chestnut Street, Ashland, MA
5:00 pm - 10:00 pm Cost: $30 pp

Please RSVP to:
Treasurer James Sanders, P.O. Box 2151, Fitchburg, MA
01420, or email treasurer@YankeeBeemers.Org
More info at www.yankeebeemers.org
Hotel rooms are available, please mention the Yankee Beemers
when you call the Warren Inn at 508-231-3000.
Special thanks to our supportive vendors, friends and
esteemed colleagues! We wish you another great year of health,
happiness and twisty back roads.
We look forward to seeing you at the party!

Robert Blethen
508-400-9283
president@yankeebeemers.org
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Habitual New year !
On the Road - Be Seen in 2015
Or at least sit on the bike and make motor noises

VROOM OOOM OOOM MOOM
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Prez Says

By Ken Springhetti

Happy New Year everyone in YB Land! Its been a great year for me riding
around on my bikes, and I hope it has been for all of you too. As is sit here
wondering which of the rides I took this year were the best, and worthy of recalling to you in my first “Prez Says” column, I have to stop to stir the turkey
soup. My kitchen smells like the holidays, there are shreds of wrapping paper
everywhere, and a bunch of new T Shirts with pictures of motorcycles on
them are piled up on the chair.
I am thrilled to be President for 2015. The Yankee Beemers have been my
favorite people to ride , camp and hang out with for as long as I can remember. This past week we had a breakfast meeting, preceded by a bus trip to
New York City where we checked out all the new bikes at the motorcycle
show, crashed “Santa Con”, and choked down some great food. In typical YB
gonzo fashion we drank and sang and jingled all the way home. Just before
that we were riding to the Vanilla Bean for breakfast, enjoying Chicken and
Lobstah with the Ocean Staters, riding the twisties in Vermont, judging classic
bikes at Larz Anderson, eating BBQ at Pemi, Rockin The Silo at Damn Yankees, freezing our butts off at “Mount Misery” campout with the Connecticut
River guys, and taking laps around the track at Lime Rock… One motoadventure simply bleeds into the next with this club.
Kate rode her bike into work this morning, I took a little putt this afternoon.
While riding “season” may be winding down for a while, I still haven't given up
hope. The pile of dirty snow mixed with leaves at the end of the driveway
stares me down every morning, and I am mostly taking the truck to work, but
we YB’s are hardy New Englanders and we ride all year long!
I want to thank everyone who volunteered in 2014 at YB Events. The list is
long, and I’m sure I’d forget someone if I tried to write it down, but the events
were all put together by you folks who love the club, and love to have a good
time. This club does more events than I can count on two hands. I look at the
position of President as “Volunteer-In-Chief”. I look forward to my turn at bat,
and I hope that next December I can reflect on another year of YB motomadness that was as much fun as 2014. We rode, we ate, we camped, we
ate, we sang, we ate! Lets do it again!

Lets have a Happy, Healthy, Hi-Mileage FUN 2015.
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The President’s Stable
( I count 2 beemers , one geezer , and 2 crotch rockets

7

Editors View

By Dwight Nevins

Game Called on account of Ice and Darkness
I really do hate to call it... but it looks like the viable riding season
(on your good bike anyways) - is rapidly coming to a close . New
Years is this week, and quite soon I’m sure we will have a mixture
of sand salt and ice lining the edges of all our roadways .
That stinks bad enough. Then: a January Thaw rolls around,
Hmm It’s gonna be 50 today ! Let’s go for a ride ! Well the voice
of experience here, reminding you—dear reader, that when all that
salty goo melts down about 1pm, you’re gonna get that toxic ooze
sprayed up all over your undercarriage, bodywork, and all those
shiny tiny fasteners , in all those crevices and notches and cooling fins . EW ! The results are pretty predictable.
The Answer of Course ?
A WINTER BEATER !
Preferably < 700$ with clean
Mass title, Something that you
can just keep pouring gas and
oil through. or do whatever else
you need to do to keep it alive
and running . Scooters are pretty good for this purpose too , more plastic means less metal to
corrode? Do ya buy this theory?
I took on a project bike a while
ago with EXACTLY this purpose
in mind . 1970 Honda SL350
“Needs a little love” was how I
think our friend Vinny “Diesel”
Provenzano first described it to
me . Well there she sits 5 years
later , quite a few parts collected,
but never got her back together .
So who needs a winter BEATER ? I’m only asking $699 .
Let’s Bring BACK the Wild n Wooly ! Maybe a K1200LT for $999 ?
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Secretary’s report

By Victor Cruz

The last YB breakfast meeting of the year took place Sunday December 21 at the Willowbrook restaurant in Mendon, Mass, attended by 33
stalwart Yankee Beemer faithful. There we were. Huddled in unison
against the pressure of shopping malls. Outgoing President Bob
Blethen was all smiles and hands in pockets when he reminded the
club members that YB is a volunteer organization whose main objective in life is for its members to HAVE FUN, period. “Volunteers are the
nucleus, the modus operandi, and the horse glue that binds it all together,” he said, (and the Secretary paraphrases). Today marked a
semi-solemn occasion: the passing of the Presidential Hammer.
The Blethen two-year administration stood in sharp contrast to the previous rulers of YB kingdom. Whereas the previous was rife with order,
structure and authority, circumspection, stoicism, and flakes of imperialism, the 2013-2014 administration was its antipode, in that it served
the club in a more catch-as-catch-can manner. Laid-back. Selfdirected. A subscriber of the attitude that says, “Well, it is, what it is.”
On its surface, it was calm and collected, with barely any movement
detected. Like a duck in the water, it was seemingly composed in a
relaxed, torpid state; meanwhile its orange feet paddled fiercely.
The Blethen administration served its term as the previous administration’s counterpoint and its corrective, achieving a balance. Both were
melodies. One style of administration isn’t necessary good or bad as
compared to another. Both were successful. How? Both served their
purposes, which was to put gas in the machine. To fuel the continuous
30-year survival of hosting a schedule that calls for 11-months of
monthly meetings, a monthly publication, the behind-the-scenes organization and production of five (5) weekend motorcycle rallies bookended by a pair of Gould’s Sugar House Runs, a museum-sponsored
event at Lars Andersen, and the annual Holiday Party. Its takes a full
slate of officers, a Board, a forum admin (Gary Nelson), an editor
(Dwight Nevins), a publisher and mailer (Dana Lewis) a webmaster and
social media maven (Ken Springhetti) all working their tails off to make
YB a reality.
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These people deserve your respect and admiration. You can show it by renewing your membership today.
In December the club took its life in its own hands by venturing to the Javits
Convention Center, where mobs of kids spill sugared drinks and popcorn on
newly introduced motorcycles and beers are cracked before 9:00 a.m. Once
again, Tom Kemper did a fabulous job managing that event. Despite breaking
a full bottle of Maker’s Mark in the parking lot, which caused many a grown
man to cry, he rushed out and bought another.
Speaking of parties, we are having another one January 17 at the Warren Inn
at 529 Chestnut Street in Ashland. For $30 you cannot beat a cheaper dinner
party. The room is cozy. You will not be enclosed in some impersonal windowless hotel ballroom. See you there at 5:00 p.m.
YB Nation is very fortunate to receive a slate of 2015 officers the likes of
which have never been seen before. For the first time in YB history, we have
an incoming president who came of age during the Obama administration.
We certainly have the youngest President-elect in Ken Spring-in-your-pants
Ghetti. A tireless warrior on Facebook, the creator and commander of the
revised, rescued and reclaimed YB website, a devoted Yankee Beemer and the
man who brings the grub at Frosty Nutz. It’s going to be a great year for YB
Nation with Ken and charismatic John Van Hook, previous prez Marc Waegemann, and existing Treasurer James Sanders. Please congratulate these brave
souls when you catch ‘em on the road. Buy ‘em a cup of morning coffee or a
can of afternoon Red Bull. These guys deserve it.
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( SECRETARY’S REPORT cont . )
The last time YBer Don Lapierre sat on a BMW motorcycle was in 2012, the
year he was stranded for a week in Colorado Springs during the RA rally at
Copper Mountain, waiting for a failed final drive to be replaced. His bike
had less than 40k miles on it. (Shouldn't there be a class-action suit
against BMW for these rear drive failures?) Whatever you can say about
BMW
Motorrad, another inevitability about this manufacturer is their relentless
saga of innovation. Without
fail, on this front, every year
the company
turns out another headturner.
Catching my eye at the
NYC motorcycle show last
month (thank you Tom
Kemper)
was the upright S1000 XR, the blood cousin to the Ducati Multistrada. As is
traditional with BMW, upon the invention of a new motor first introduced in
a race-bike platform, its follow-on strategy is to port that new motor
across its various form-factors. In this case, we're talking about the
porting of BMW's powerful 1000cc, 160-horsepower, inline 4-cylinder engine
"that scared the wrinkles out of my undercarriage" according to one
reviewer, from the insane S1000R naked bike and slapping it onto something more long-distance friendly. The upright XR looks a lot like the
Multistrada, showing off its hardware as a long-range touring bike that can
beat anything else through the twisties.
And do it with more confidence, thanks to the XR featuring something called
lean angle-sensitive ABS Pro, which stabilizing the bike when braked
aggressively through tight curves. The S1000XR is basically a sport bike in
touring bike clothing but without excess weight.
Like the naked S1000R, the XR has a "detuned" version of the S1000RR
engine. It loses 40 horsepower in the conversion. But if the R's aggressive
power delivery is anything to go by, you're not going to miss a single one of
them.
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As one reviewer put it, "the road-focused version of this engine is an
absolute torque beast that actually ends up accelerating you vastly
quicker than the RR superbike at any legal road speed and a fair way
beyond. It's a beast."
Electronics-wise, the XR gets the same package as the R, with Rain
and Road modes, and an optional "Dynamic" package with two more
modes, all of whichset the lean angle-sensitive traction control, wheelie
control, ABS, engine power output and throttle response to suit the way
you're riding.

Yankee Beemers
Jan 2015

xray specs

Centerfold Sweetheart

Optionally, there's a Touring package that features pannier mounts,
heated grips, mountings for a sat-nav system, center stand, luggage
grid and ESA (electronic suspension adjustment), integrated into the
riding modes setup. So by how much will this baby set you back?
MSRP start s at $16,350 (including ABS). The XR is expected to arrive
at dealers late spring 2015 as a 2016 model. Deposits are being taken
now. Of course it comes in red, and in white. Best of all, for those fed up
with drive shafts like Don Lapierre, this one comes with a chain.
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2015 Yankee Beemers Calendar
Watch the website for the latest updates
http://www.yankeebeemers.org/events.html
January 1 2015

MEMBERSHIP renewals due

Paper form is in on page this issuepage
Or pay via PayPal at :
http://www.yankeebeemers.org/membership.html

January 17( sat ) Yankee Beemers Holiday Party $30 pp
The 31st Annual Yankee Beemers Holiday Party
will be held January 17th at the Warren Inn
529 Chestnut St, Ashland Ma
Party is From 5 to 10pm
Hotel rooms available on site call 508 231 3000
Call for reservations Ask for Yankee Beemers Rate

at The Willowbrook Restaurant
2015 Breakfasts
http://www.willowbrookrestr.com/
$14.00 PP Buffet
Sundays 8:30 AM

16 Hastings St

Mendon, Ma.

Feb15, 2015
March 15, 2015

April 19, 2015
May 17, 2015
June July Aug Sept see Roving Breakfasts
Oct 18, 2015
Nov 15, 2015
Dec 20, 2015

April 18, 2015

Goulds Sugar House Ride

April, 24-26, 2015 The Frosty Nuts Campout
May 30, 2015
June 12-14 ,
2015

RI500 Rally / Twisted Open House

The Pemi River Rally, Thornton NH

June TBD, 2015

Roving Breakfast

July 19, 2015

Breakfast at The Fairview Inn

August 7-9, 2015 The 20th Damn Yankees Rally

August 14-16,
2015

The Lime Rockz Rally, Lime Rock CT

August 23, 2015

Breakfast at The Quaker Tavern

September 13,
European Motorcycle Day Larz Anderson
2015
September (TBD), 8th Annual Foodies in the Foothills Rally,
2015
Williamsburg MA
September (TBD),
The Whackey Hat Rally
2015
October 31, 2015 Gould's Sugar House by Dana Lewis
Novemeber 1,2015 Carl's ride to the Vanilla Bean Cafe
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The YB Hound Butt Ride – Minna Case
I finally did it – I joined the Hound Butt
Ride to the International Motorcycle
Show in New York City! It was a fun trip
and I must say that the bus ride was
worth it all! Since I reside in southern
Vermont I decided to combine the trip
with a visit to a friend who lives on the
south shore. This way I didn’t have to get
up long before the rooster crows to drive
3+ hours to get to the bus in time.
The alarm did sound a wee bit early that
Saturday morning but what don’t you do
for an YB event? I was glad to only have a 30 minute drive to the bus that
morning. The bus arrived and was quick filled with cooler after cooler after
cooler, snacks and quite a few sleepy YB members, and some guests too, and
then we hit the road. I don’t think we had been moving for more than 10
minutes before the first adult beverage appeared. All I’m going to say is that I
can’t remember the last time I had a cold, malt beverage before noon!
Cheers!
I sat in the middle of the bus with a gang of interesting characters. There was
Mo, Victor, Kurt, Sandy, Larry and the Harley boys (I don’t remember their
names but they were guests of Mo’s and ride Harleys – jeez, how low has this
club sunk… he he he, just kidding). Oh, I almost forgot the organizer of this
event – Tom. How could forget him? I sat next to Tom the entire trip and was
dubbed his “bus girlfriend”. Apparently he also has a Euro wife for those European trips, but that’s for another story.
The ride down to NYC was entertaining to say the least. I got to hear a lot of
great stories about trips, adventures, bikes, misfortunes, good food and drinks
that the boys in my section (and a few girls too) had been on. There was the
Europe trip, the South America trip, the California trip and I’m pretty sure
quite a few more trips that I can’t remember. I really enjoy hearing about
adventures and trips that people have been on.

16

We picked up a few more victims in Rhode Island and continued the ride to
NYC. As always, the southern part of I-95 in CT was bustling with traffic and
we also got a cool view of NYC when the driver took us over the Whitestone
Bridge. We passed by the Empire State Building and got to see a whole lot of
Santa’s everywhere on the streets. Santacon 2014 was in full swing in the city
and I guess the YB’s weren’t the only ones who had enjoyed an adult beverage or two before noon…
The bus arrived at the Javits Center and we got our marching orders. Be on
the bus by 1.30 pm or you will be walking! Yes Sir Mr. Trip Organizer. We
heard you loud and clear. Off we went and in to explore the motorcycle show.
All the major motorcycle manufacturers were there showing off their 2015
models and there are definitely some cool bikes out there. There were some
custom bikes on display too and vendors selling everything from patches to
tires and clothing. I had no idea Hells Angels has their own clothing line…

I bought myself an early Christmas present – a new helmet. Can’t wait to use
it! Two hours of walking around was just about the right time. I was a little
disappointed in the size of the show. For some reason I had expected it to be
much larger, maybe because it is NYC… But it was fun to walk around and
gawk at all the bikes and I am such a “people watcher” that I enjoyed that
equally as much. I did check out a few of the new bikes, just in case.
At 1.35 pm the bus – short of the Harley boys – rolled out from the Javits Center with Katz’s Deli as the next destination. Due to traffic and maybe not the
best route choice it took us almost 45 minutes to get to Katz’s. We saw tons
of Santa’s again. When we got Katz’s you should have seen the line outside!
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Luckily it moved pretty fast I
was told. I believe that between the deli and the pizza
place and maybe some other
options, everyone got fed. In
the meantime I went with
Kurt and stood in line at Russ
& Daughters, a really awesome place with all kinds of
smoked fish and other goodies. That line was moving at
snail pace so I bailed out but Kurt stayed. He did score some good stuff and
had planned ahead by bring a cooler for his goodies.
Everyone got back on the bus – including the Harley Boys – they found us!
And off we went to head back home. The poor bus driver took a wrong turn
and ended up on FDR Drive (no buses allowed!) but quickly got us off there.
We got to cruise most of Manhattan to get to the TriBoro Bridge. After that it
was pretty much smooth sailing the rest of the way.. The back of the bus was
in a great party mood and there was caroling, Christmas lights and a lot of
cheer. I think the new Prez, the editor of the YB Boxer Shorts and some
other brave souls took part in those
activities. The adult beverages were
flowing and I’m still amazed nobody
got hurt cooler surfing through the
bus! As tradition is there was a nice
shot of Whiskey at some point during the return trip. I can’t remember
if the bus got quiet after that because I fell asleep. I woke up just as we pulled in to the Stop N’ Shop parking
lot in Franklin, MA.
The team effort to clean out the bus made it all go fast. Tom shared snacks
and beverages with those who wanted more. We handed the bus driver a hat
full of cash so I think we made his day – I had tons of fun on my first Hound
Butt ride, I’m glad I came along and I can report that no ear drums were damaged and my innocent soul survived J
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NOTE P.O.Box SHOULD BE

>

P.O.Box 2151
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http://www.yankeebeemers.org/membership.html

Ice Racing at a pond near YOU !

Warren Inn Ashland

Sat Jan 17 2015 5—10p

YB Holiday Party

