Yankee Beemers Motorcycle Club
New Year Issue January — 2017
Membership renewals OVER DUE NOW !

What’s in YOUR garage this winter ???

YB Winter Hibernation Celebration
Feb 4th 2017
Warren Inn
529 Ashland St Ashland Ma 01721
6-10 PM
$30.00 per person
Please join us once again at the Warren Inn in
Ashland Mass. The Warren Inn is nice secret tucked
away in the woods of Ashland Mass with great
banquet facilities and an Inn on the property.
Door prizes and surprises from many dealers and
manufactures.
Be sure to do this party right and get a room($99)
and really enjoy the festivities.

For Accommodations contact the Warren Inn at :
(508) 231-3000
web site
http://www.warrencenter.com

2

2017 Yankee Beemers Officers and enlisted men

President: Ken Springhetti
Vice President: Rich “Catfish” Roy
Secretary: Karl Renneker
Treasurer: Jim Sanders
Forum: Gary Nelson
Publisher: Dana Lewis
Editor: Dwight Nevins
YB Store Manager: Rich Roy
Board of Directors:
Duncan Cooper, Bill Cusack, John Gamel
Steve Martin, Todd Truex, Dan Walton
Rally Chairs
Pemi River: Eric Kugler, John Shields, Duncan Cooper.
Jamaica Fall Campout: Bill Cusack and Jim Sanders
Holiday Party: Bill Cusack
Damn Yankees: Ken Springhetti
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Prez Says

Ken Springhetti

President: Ken Springhetti
Greetings YB Nation!
Hang on tight everyone, this is that hard part It will get better. The days
are short, the weather is cold, and the holidays are over. We had two
hardy souls ride to K-Bikes to the December breakfast, and I’ve seen
some of you out on the ice, the snow trail, or hiding out down in sunny
Florida. I hope that you all put stabil in the gas, tenders on the battery,
and tucked them in before the recent snowstorm. I enjoyed a New Years
day ride on the old R80, but it wasn’t far from home before the snow and
ice turned me around. I rinsed well and she’s been parked since.

Please join us February 4th for our annual Winter Hibernation Celebration at the Warren Inn in Ashland Mass. We’ll have a nice dinner,
relive the warmer days, and celebrate the passing of yet another year.
Its not a “Holiday Party”. Leave those ugly sweaters at home please. No
Santa hats, no regifting, just motorcycle madness and mountains of
good cheer. There isnt anything we can do about the weather, but if we
wish hard enough, it might get warmer. Or was it drink more.. Whatever… If you are an Airhead aficionado, there is an Airhead Parts Swap
Meet that morning. For more information contact Tim Hille
( tim@hillenet.com )
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I’d like to thank everyone who has already renewed their memberships, and appeal to you who have not. The club really appreciates you
joining and renewing. The Membership Dues allow us to publish the Boxer
Shorts, operate the forum, reserve campgrounds, provide firewood, ice
and coffee, print the annual calendar, run the holiday party, tow the toy
box and do so much more good work for our members. We are an independant non profit organization, and we operate solely on the contributions of our members. For over 35 years we have kept the engines running
and the campfire's burning!
I am working on the 2017 YB Calendar. Im looking for some volunteers to
lead rides, host tech days, staff rallies and help recruit new members. If
you are interested in volunteering we meet the third Sunday of the month
at the Willowbrook restaurant, we post on Facebook, the YB Forum, Instagram and we have a great group of directors you can contact. Please don’t
be shy. The Yankee Beemers put on so many great events each year, but
what keeps them fresh is new enthusiasm. Step up and say hello!

Hey BOB ! That suit is YOU !
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I would like to thank Maurice Kornreich for creating the YB Calendars,
and all the folks that sent him great photos of last years events. Please
take lots of pictures this summer and send them to Mo. Bill Cusack has
worked tirelessly to put the Winter Bash together, and the calendars will
be available for free to attendees of the party. Dwight Nevins is working
hard to keep us in good bathroom reading,so, please keep the articles,
photos, product reviews and ride reports coming. He really appreciates
it when we send him stuff by the 28th of the month. Dwight works his
butt off to make the Boxer Shorts every month. When you see him,
thank him.
I recently went to the New York City Motorcycle Show at the Javitz Center. It was great to see Wallace and Karl had ridden in on their bikes. Jay
and the Wagners folks had all the new KTMs and BMWS on display. The
Mothership brought out all the new R Nine T models, and some of them
are really stunning. Its no secret.. Orange is the new K Bike and I just
love that new Super Duke…
Coming home I saw many BMW’s on the highway, and a lot of smiles
and waves. Max BMW and the MOA shared a booth, and it was great to
see MOA Reps Ken Engleman, Frank Florio, and Muriel Farrington. Doug
Mo was hanging out with, Max and his crew, and all the gang had a fun
time in the city.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhgZh_BsM4k&t=273s
Max had some cool old bikes they were restoring, and we got a chance
to talk about the track days coming up in the springtime. For those of
you looking to try your first track day, this is a great opportunity. It’s not
a race, it’s just a road. A beautiful twisty road with no speed traps. I
hope to ride Canaan with Max, and Palmer Motorsports park on August 21 with Tony and Ken Condon.
The Yankee Beemers are a great group of riders, mechanics, campers,
artists, dare devils, racers, musicians and eccentrics. We try to have
something for everyone. I am continually delighted by the talent and
enthusiasm the Yankee Beemers bring to the sport of motorcycling and
it is an an honor to be your President again for a 3rd term . I’m ready
for Spring. Thank you all for making the YB’s the great organization it
has been for the past 35+ years.
Happy New Year
-Ken
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Editors View

Dwight Nevins

Winter Doldrums? NOT

The temperature was below 0f this morning here in Suburrrrr-bia.
Brrrrrr. And a foot of fresh snow is on the ground. Can’t go for a
ride , streets are a mess , and I can’t do laundry, cause that drain
pipe will be froze up solid and water will go EVERYWHERE
when the drain cycle kicks in. (Don’t ask).
So what to do— what to do — what to do ?
Something — Anything to put off writing the Boxer Shorts !
I know, I’ll work on the project bike! I just got a shipment of parts
to finish the exhaust on the R100 project , brackets and clamps
to finish the mounting of Dunstall Replica mufflers that I’ve had
laying in wait. I’ve already changed out the seating arrangement
and added some custom luggage options (my Mothers wicker
picnic basket )
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A FEW of us ( Off Rodents) don’t seem to be bothered by a foot of
snow, and glare ice conditions. In fact, they seem to like it :

I’m probably not the only one stuck inside on a cold early winters
day . And I’m probably not the only one with a project in the works

SO SHOW US WHAT’S IN YOUR GARAGE !
You’ll read about Airmarshall Tim Hille’s OPB (Other Peoples
Bikes) projects a few pages further on in this issue. But come on ,
what about YOU Bubba ? Show us what you’ve got going on ?
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I Guess that’s why they make
Chocolate AND Vanilla ?

Which R9 would you put
in your collection ?
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Those Stinko 705’s sure do make a
difference , Huh ?
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What’s in YOUR Shop ?

Inspired by the increased number of stories in the Boxer Shorts that include
Airhead photos and comments, I thought I would share "Stories From The
Winter Shop" with the YB crowd.
I often write little rambles for the AirMail - The Airheads Beemer Club newsletter, but this is my first for the YB Boxer Shorts.
Looking back fondly on my last real trip of the season touring the mountain
roads of Adirondack Park NY while supporting the Adirondack Classic - Canoe Race and looking forward to the planned Airheads - Connecting the
Dots ride to Telluride CO for the Bluegrass Festival, I tinker away in my
shop 3 or 4 nights a week. I undertook the monumental task of cleaning
out the basement to make room for the bikes that seem to multiply like rabbits in my garage and basement. What is it they say - How many bikes do
you need? - 1 more than I have today. I am doing my best to live that ideal.
So, 30 years ago, I had one bike - 1984 Honda Ascott VT 500. for about 20
years, I had none, then I had the 1 1967 BSA Starfire with that unique quality of British bikes - total loss self changing oil system - drip, drip, drip...
Today, I find myself with 5 motorcycles in my basement only one of which is
not mine -
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So, what do you do with a heated shop with a lift and 4 Airheads in the winter in New England?
Let me count the tasks:
Top End Reseal - R100 GS
- Push Rod Seals
- O-Rings
- Head Gaskets
- Valve Cover Gaskets
- Full Lube Change Including oil pan gasket
Oh, and while I am at it; powder coat the crash bars, sand blast the valve
covers and replace the top cover with a freshly painted swap meet find.
Next Up - send out the speedo and tach for overhaul to Palo Alto.
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Well, that was so much fun, let's do that to Marks' R90 too... now we
have no leaking motorcycles in the basement except that one with the
built in self changing feature.

If you are familiar with the Airheads Club Cannons - "6. Airheads maintain their own motorcycles" you know i am a true Airhead. And, I am not
done yet. There are still sheep skin seat covers to make, and rack systems to improve in preparation for the CO trip. I could drag this out all
winter with any luck. But alas, I have to make time to venture west in
February to the Death Valley Rendezvous - the classic winter gathering
of the Western Airheads.
I hear comments about those of us who ride the older bikes - Including
a recent Rider-to-Rider rant in the ON - "Sick and tired!" where
the commentator lamented the excessive publication of stories in ON
about "Wrench Heads" and "Trip Tales". I like the Sunday Morning ride
to the Peterborough Diner for a greasy breakfast of omelets and home
fries as much as the next guy, but if not for epic trips and sharing the
stories that come from them, and the inevitable days of wrenching in
preparation for and desperately needed afterword, what would we have
to talk about.
So, I say share the riding, share the wrenching and ramble on about
your wanderings on the twisties and through the mountains. I will read
them with delight, and wish I was there with you every turn of the
wrench and every mile of pavement and bug splat on the face shield.
Keep twisting those wrenches and throttles, and Be Safe Out There.
Tim
MA Airmarshal - Airhead Beemers Club Airhead@hillenet.com
ed: If you’re NOT an Airhead already, you SHOULD be !
WWW.AIRHEADS.ORG
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IF you don’t have an
Airhead already :
Our friends on
Craigslist will be more
than happy to help you
to get that problem RESOLVED !
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Valerie L. Brown
March 13, 1970 - July 21, 2016.
Victor Cruz
Like everybody else, I saw the notice posted July
26 by Roy Bertalotto on YB Facebook: “Autobahn Accident Kills Cohasset Vacationer.” Marc saw the truck approaching much too fast in his
rearview. He and Valerie, their 15-year old adopted daughter Kristina
and hound dog Fred, were fighting the sluggishness of their Atlantic
crossing. The family pulled over to allow for Fred’s business. Valerie
took the back seat with Fred to recapture some lost sleep.
Their rented Volvo wagon sat idle in traffic when Marc noticed the distracted trucker, on his cellphone watching videos, it was later revealed.
After colliding the rear end the truck jackknifed and hit the driver’s side.
Marc briefly lost consciousness and when he stirred awake, he saw his
life partner bleeding. He held her hand, said, “I love you,” then passed
out.
Marc woke up days later in a German hospital bed too stunned to barely remember his own name. A nurse came to administer morphine. He
was kept under observation for weeks. Luckily, their daughter survived
unscathed. She was the first to fly back home. Marc broke bones in his
shoulder and left leg. Occasionally, blood will pour from his ears. So
much heart and health stolen from him, so much lost. German authorities withheld the body for a painfully long 100 days in order to officially
determine cause of decease.
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Roy Bertalotto, Joseph Avin and Larry Freitas were the first friends
I saw at the November 4th memorial service in Norwell. Wallace
French and his wife, Bill Cusack, John Shields, Jim Sanders, Ken
Springhetti, Fred Kolack, Brian Anderson and his wife, Dwight
Nevins, Karl Renneker, Bruce Ferguson among others, drove from
far away to be there. Fred Joe and Dwight rode in. It was nice
meeting Valerie’s two sisters Ann Brown and Mary Brown, (one
you’d like to introduce to your mother, the other you’d like to invite
to a rock concert). Both were striking and beyond pretty. Marc’s
adorable young sister gave the eulogy, struggling to hold back
tears.

Words of apology do no service to the grief stricken. One woman
remained silent. Her eyes looked into Marc’s eyes and welled up,
her head slightly shaking a big no. A 40-something year old man
stood alone, openly weeping. A TV monitor showed Valerie’s
amazing life of travel and adventure and time with friends and horses. Valerie looking sporty, sitting on a yellow Laverda. She was 46.
Such a dear, such an endearing soul. Once you learned to appreciate the bright star she was, you could not shield your eyes from it.
She’ll be impossible to forget.
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The memorial bulletin read, “Valerie lit up a room from the very second she walked in; her endearing smile and gentle charm made everyone feel like the most important person in the world. Her enthusiastic
spirit was contagious. She was active, a lover of all creatures great
and small, and very much looked forward to being around her closest
friends and family. Her humor, wit, beauty and intelligence was unmatched and will be deeply missed. May Valerie rest peacefully, with
all the love and support she poured out for those she loved around
her, wishing only the best.”
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Y B EVENTS Calendar
Feb 4 , 2017

2017 Dates :

Winter Fest

The 33rd Annual Holiday Extravaganza
February 4th at the Warren Inn and Conference Center
529 Chestnut St, Ashland Ma
From 5 to 10pm

Hotel Rooms are available on site 99$
Mention Yankee Beemers when you call 508-231-3000
Please pay on the website by Pay Pal
or US MAIL—RSVP to the Jim Sanders at
P.O. Box 2151, Fitchburg Ma, 01420

Stay Tuned for ALL of the
upcoming 2017 Events

>>>>>>>>>>>>
PLEASE make sure

to RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP for 2017

>>>>>>>>>>>>
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Send this form and your payment to:
Yankee Beemers, Inc.
P.O Box 2151
Fitchburg, MA 01420
Please make checks payable to:
Yankee Beemers, Inc.
Name:

Address:

Email:

YB Forum user
name:

Phone/Cell:
Applicationtype:.New☐ Renewal ☐ YB #:
Membership

Regular ($30) ☐

+Additional (name) (+$5) ☐
Non-BMW Owner ($30) ☐
Your Motorcycle(s) :
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YB Winter Gathering

2017 Dates :

Send your photos articles for the Boxer SHORTS to
YBSHORTS@GMAIL.COM

Feb 4 2017

Upcoming Events

