Yankee Beemers Motorcycle Club News
March 2016 — Gold and Green Issue

Green Screen on the Scene
Cover : Michael Suss may be at the GOLD CARD Breakfast on his
GOLD R90S - Or is it really Orange ?
Below:

Shamrock Shakes - Kawasakis—and a few Green Beemers
ohyeah, and Leprechans
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BMWMOV celebrates their 35th anniversary
It's Official! The 15th annual BMWMOV Mud Season Bash is
$25/person. This is ther club's 35th anniversary as well as our
annual meeting and awards banquet - all followed by an outstanding auction conducted by the loquacious Lyman Foss. This
is an event not to be missed: Saturday, April 9, 4:30 - 9:30
p.m. at the American Legion at 55 Washington Street in Rutland. Cash bar, very full buffet including vegetarian, salad, rolls,
coffee and dessert. Bring an item to auction - and you're likely to
find other items you can bid on. Checks can be made out to
BMW MOV and mailed to Pamela Rice, 16 Hall Rd, South Hero,
VT 05486 to be received NO LATER THAN April 2. Or you can
register online at www.vtbmwmov.org/#bash
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Prez Says

Ken Springhetti

March 2016

Greetings YB Nation! It was a great February to ride, and
I’m looking forward to an even better March! The turnout at
the February 21st Willowbrook Ride To Eat was over 50
people! Thanks to everyone who came out and joined us for
breakfast. We had a great time talking bikes, marveling at
the heat wave, recognizing volunteers and handing out raffle prizes. We gave out $140 in 50-50 cash, several members donated books, shirts, stickers, sunglasses and all
kinds of good stuff! Jay Reynolds and Toby from Wagners
BMW reminded us to check our tire pressure and donated a spiffy guage and BMW Roundel Valve Stem covers.. (earrings, nose rings, or wherever else you want to
stick a roundel)... Wallace French donated a bunch of stuff
from the Daytona Rolex 24. Ocean State BMW Riders
President Tom Kostka was there to say hello, as was the
Massachusetts Air Marshal Tim Hille. I’m looking forward to
the Airhead Tech Day and the ride to Kimballs Ice Cream..
I want to thank all the volunteers and officers from 2015
again for stepping up and doing so much great work. 2016
is going to be a great year and we have a lot of new stuff
going on. Coming up we have a tech day, The Frosty Nuts
Campout, Twisted Throttle Open House, the MOA National
Rally, and the March Ride to Eat at the Willowbrook. Please
check the YB website for the latest event updates. We have
most of the stuff online and we are putting the finishing
touches on the season.
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2016 GOLD CARDS will be for sale at the March 20th
breakfast Ride To Eat. There will be a Board of Directors
Meeting following the breakfast. All current members are
welcome to attend and voice their concerns. We will talk
about the rallies, events, trailers, parties and fundraisers.
Please feel free to come and say hello.
I have been riding vicariously thru Paul Provost, Greg
Wolodkin, Brent Massey, Steve Martin, and the other
Off Rodents. It seems like every day these guys are out
jumping snowmen, tearing up the mud pits, blazing a trail ,
or otherwise making me feel like a winter weather wimp…
thanks guys! For those that didn’t notice, Greg was on the
field at the Patriots Playoff Game, and had a YB Damn Yankees Pin on his hat.. way to represent! I had the chance to
check out Paul Provost playing with the band over at the
Greendale Pub in Worcester the other night. Met some
great people who I hope will join the YB’s,and was blown
away be an evening of great live music. If you are looking
for a ride to eat destination, check out Greendales on a
Wednesday night, and tell the keyboard player you are a
YB!.
One of the things I enjoy most at bike rallies is the camaraderie around the campfire. The past couple years more and
more musicians have been coming with instruments and we
have had a great time singing and playing. If you are a musician and want to join, we have a great time and I encourage you to bring an instrument or just come sing along. the
YB’s are a diverse group and there is a lot of talent. Talk to
Bill Mearns, Andy Morse, Kate Murphy, Bob McFarland,
Dana Lewis, John Van Hook, Kathy, The Lonesome
Wierdo’s, Paul Provost or Greg.. just to name a few..
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The YB’s are a big club and we have a lot of events. We try
very hard to coordinate with the Airheads, the GS GIants,
The BMW Riders of Vermont, The Ocean State BMW Riders, the Connecticut River Valley BMW Riders, The Granite
State BMW Riders, and the BMWRSM, MOA, RA, AMA ,
The Lonesome Wierdo’s, and pretty much anyone else
that has their act together and likes to ride and camp.
Please support these clubs by coming to the events. You’ll
find that we are a great big family of riders from all over the
East Coast. I have always been an “Airhead Guy” both in
my appreciation of the bike itself, and the spirit of the Airhead Riders. There is a certain mindset that all of us rally
rats share. While it applies to more than just Airheads, I really appreciate the Airhead club canons, and I try to apply
that to the YB’s.
Every year I repost this somewhere so folks who wonder
“Who are the Yankee Beemers?” can get an idea.
Club Canons
1. Airheads ride Beemers with air-cooled heads. **
2. Airheads believe that the simplest engineering solutions
are the best.
3. Airheads appreciate function over form, fact over fiction,
and friendship over friction.
4. Airheads regard money as a tool, not a status symbol.
5. Airheads are earthly people who like to camp.
6. Airheads maintain their own motorcycles.
7. Airheads don't take themselves, religion or life too seriously.
8. Airheads like to share time, knowledge, parts and
camaraderie with other Airheads
** And other bikes too! ~Ken
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The YB’s are a club that grew out of Airheads, K-Bikes, Guzzi’s,
Triumphs, Ducati’s, Nortons and and all those other air cooled
euro bikes that have since evolved into fuel infected, traction
controlled, keyless, anti-lock, plastic-fantastic, magnesium infused, stooopid fast cruise missiles that we enjoy today. The
bikes have changed with the times, other marques have made
sport-tourers and adventure bikes, but the energy and enthusiasm of the Yankee Beemers Motorcycle Club hasn’t changed.
They are my favorite group of people to ride with. Some of us still
ride the heck out of Airheads too. I love my R80, and I hope to
see more of them this year. There were quite a few in the lot last
Sunday.
Happy Spring, see you March 20th at the Willowbrook.
-Ken
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Secretary’s Notations
Karl Renneker

Spring weather in February? Yes, please! Only a week after
suffering some of the coldest, subzero weather that New England
has seen in a long time, temps soared and the sun warmed the
pavement. I even rode a Ducati SuperSport to the meeting that
has neither heated grips nor a heated jacket plug. It simply wasn’t needed for “Spring in February!” I counted 22 bikes in the
Willowbrook parking lot who agreed.
After our customary breakfast spread, President Ken Springhetti
called the meeting to order. Ken surprised the officers and rally
chairs with a limited edition, unobtainium YB work shirt. These
gentlemen will wear their new shirts with pride and represent the
club with dignity: Marc Waegemann, Bob Blethen,, John Shields,
Bill Cusack, Jim Sanders, Karl Renneker, John Van Hook, Richard "Catfish" Roy, Dwight Nevins, Jack Phelps, Wallace French,
and Gary Nelson. Gary also received a plaque honoring his service to the club as our forum administrator – maintaining the single source of truth for all club happenings. Thanks Gary!
We proudly welcomed two new members. Tom Hellard rode in
from Mansfield, MA on a recently acquired R1150R and Jimmy
Ryan joins us from Warwick, RI on a “wethead.” The meeting
wrapped up with two $70 50-50 prizes as well as tire pressure
farkles from Wagners and Rolex 24 & Tour of Honor swag provided by Wallace French.
Remember to renew your tax stamps, ahem registration and inspection stickers, as we scream full throttle into spring with Vanilla Bean rides, Gould’s ride, Frosty Nutz Campout, and wherever
else our adventures take us.
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Jack escapes his Box to ride a vintage BMW

When your own football team doesn’t make it to the greatest
televised gridiron game on earth, you watch the Big Game for
its over-the-top and usually stupidly funny commercials.
Watching these antics in years past, my fav still remains the
Tabasco-on-pizza slice commercial. Night in the bayou. Crickets alarming. Under a light bulb, fat man sits on a porch, dosing hot sauce. Zoom on mosquito. It bites, then buzzes away,
then explodes.
This year, some 21 states got a whiff of a Jack in the Box Super Bowl commercial called “Legendary.” For those of you
who don’t live in Calif. or the Midwest, Jack in the Box is a
burger chain with 2200 outlets in 21 states. Every single day,
50 million Americans eat at a QSR joint, that’s industry jargon
for “quick service restaurant,” according to FranchiseHelp.com. Last year, U.S. fast food chains bagged $200 billion
in revenues. That’s a lot of paddies. McDonalds is considered
to be the world’s largest buyer of beef.
As a side note, one Yankee Beemer I know likes to camp
(illegally) behind McDonalds’ parking lots. He says he can
pitch a tent for free and use their toilets. Dinner and next
morning’s breakfast are ready to go.
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As the name would suggest, Jack in the Box has a mascot
named “Jack” who likes to venture out of his box, especially
during Super Bowl. The “Legendary” commercial features a
vintage BMW riding in the high desert on roads that look a
lot like Death Valley.
A deeply gravelly set of pipes does the voice-over narration
while Jack rides his motorcycle with an unrecognizable
roundel on the tank.
Can you recognize this bike?The gravelly voice booms out:
On his legendary quest, Jack ventured far and wide,
through the relentless dust, the fog and the rain, across
state lines and county lines, he kept going, until at last, Jack
smelled something legendary… garlic herb butter. [Closeup: cowboy with flying pan on open campfire] … Jack knew
just what to do: Take the cowboy with him.
This is a ride to eat like no other. It brings together the best
of YB nation: Open roads and a food-borne destination.

I like the part when Jack rides through rain, when his normally smiley face changes:And the bike? It’s a R69S since
it has the 2 fin value cover and a slash 2, 594 cc engine
putting out 35 hp. Produced from 1955 to 1960, BMW Munich made 15,347 of these babies. Credit goes to Paul
Kautz of Duncan Beemers in Maynard, for identifying the
model.
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Bluetooth Speakers
by John Shields
Of late there has been a virtual explosion of good, and even great,
bluetooth speakers on the market.
If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to use one either at home or
on the road, some of them sound really good but none of
them equal a decent home setup or even a boom box. That
said, they’re not bad and so useful if you want to listen to
your own music out loud and portable.
What interests me, as a motorcyclist and appreciator of
“good” music is sound quality either indoors or out. For
instance some speakers may perform very well in a room,
with the walls seeming to boost the sound, but take that
same speaker outside and it may sound washed out or tinny
sitting on a picnic table in the woods. On a side note an
indoor speaker would sound great in one of the lean-to’s we
frequent, it resonates beautifully. But some speakers do
perform well outside and are even resistant to the weather.
Another consideration is battery life, especially if you would
like to bring a speaker on the road with you, as it’s often a
challenge to find a socket to recharge the battery, though it
is possible to do it with the bike’s power, too. The current average time for a battery to last is about 8 to 10 hours of play
depending on volume. One unit, on loan to me, is said to
have a battery capable of lasting almost 40 hours at midvolume. Crank it and it won’t last as long.
The next item on the list of specs is size and weight, as this
article is directed at you, the skilled motorcyclist and camper/
moteler who needs to pack small and light as there’s only so
much room in them Jesse bags when you carry as much
stuff as Ghengis Khan did trudging through the Alps on his
horse. You know who you are.
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So, to clarify, there are tradeoffs depending on where you
will use your speaker, how much you use it and how
much you value the “quality” of the sound. So, in the
interests of science, I’ve acquired three different
rechargeable bluetooth speakers, one on loan, to
determine what is what.
The unit I’ve used for awhile at home is a Cambridge Audio Minx Go and it cost around $199 at time of purchase.
The Minx Go’s battery lasts around eight hours at moderate volume and fully recharges in a couple of hours. This
unit is of beefy construction and feels very solid and a bit
heavy as well as being on the large size, comparatively
speaking, but as a result it really sounds great. That
heavier build and bigger sizes allows the bass to leap out
and keeps the highs crisper, with soothing midrange.
Great sound, bigger size and weight, ok battery life.
Works great pretty much everywhere, but it often gets left
behind due to it’s six and weight and home is where I listen to it. Under $200.

17

Next up is the new kid on the block, the Fugoo (Sport).
There are several variations including an XL version and
even a ruggedized replacement cover that looks like it
came from a Terminator movie but the unit really does perform with a 360 degree sound stage perfect for a picnic table. It has six acoustic drivers facing in every direction tilted
slightly upward for best output.
The sound is pretty good with nice highs, listenable midrange and a subtle bass. This from the company —
“FUGOO Sport - the best waterproof Bluetooth speaker
that was built for the fun, fast, and hardcore in all of us.
FUGOO’s 40-hour battery life and Siri/Google Capabilities
puts the ultimate in audio technology at your fingertips all
day, all night, and then some.” Phew. What a party, anyway
since I’ve owned it the Fugoo has not needed a recharge,
in fact it’s at 2/3 charge after a month of occasional usage
and it is really great for motorcycle camping and sells for
$170 or so.
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Ah and definitely worth the wait is the Bose SoundLink
Color Bluetooth Speaker rated for 8 hours of play, an excellent Bluetooth automatic interface which tells you what
it’s connected to and will take phone calls, like the Fugoo
above and It is also very compact and should easily fit a
hole somewhere in those saddlebags. From Bose —
“Full, lifelike sound from a lightweight, compact design —
Wireless connection to your smartphone tablet or Bluetooth device, voice prompts make pairing your devices
easier than ever and up to 8 hours of music from a rechargeable lithium-ion battery”. I really enjoy the sound
of this unit with the large 5.3” speaker gettin’ the job done
with some finesse. $119.

19

Editors View

Dwight Nevins

Plan A

I start off every year with the best of intentions .
YEAH I’m gonna go to ALL of the YB rallys , And the National
And I’m going to California , and and and …..

If I’m lucky , I’ll bat .500 and make half of my planned trips .
For Instance : I was GEARED UP for the season opener last
year, the Frosty Nutz rally in Vermont , I was packed and jacked
for a great weekend of riding with my buddies ! Then …..
Instead of arriving at
the far edge of the
bucolic Connecticut
in Windsor Vt , I find
myself unceremoniously rolling to a
stop on the litter
strewn banks of the
Charles River in
Newton,Mass. Ugh.

Even Hondas are
not innume from
electrical gremlins.
Plan B now in place,
call a trailer and
spend the weekend
mowing the lawn.
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Your 2016 GOLD CARD will be a GREAT way to start making PLAN A for at least four weekends this year. They’ll be
available ONLY at this month’s Breakfast meeting , March
20 in Mendon.
Since I missed last
years Frosty. That’s
on the top of my list
again. The Pemi rally is a given in June
Of course Heath the
first weekend in August , Top it all off
with a trip to Jamaica for the seasons
closer.
In between I hope to
eat a Hamburger in
Hamburg , Find myself in the Middle of
Nowhere for a Banana Split. And maybe chase some puppy dogs up some dirt roads just north of here .

Of course I won’t be surprised when I find we have a graduation in June , or a wedding in September , or Uncle Mel’s
funeral in August
So ...Even if you do find yourself having to resort to Plan B
for any number of unknown reasons ( Work, Wife, Death,
Life) you will have had the thrill of planning four wonderful
journeys throughout New England , and planning is .500 of
the fun !
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Quasi Official list of 2016 Dates :
March 20

Breakfast at Willowbrook
65$ for 4 rallys !

<<<< GOLD CARD

April 9
BMWMOV Mud Bash
April 17
Breakfast at Willowbrook
April 23 or 24th Goulds Ride
April 29-31 Frosty Nutz Wilgus VT
May 7
May 15
May 15

Tech Day John Van Hooks house Dighton
Breakfast at Willowbrook
Tech Day Rain Date after breakfast

June 4
June 10-12
June 26

Twisted Throttle Open House—RI500
Pemi River Rally
Roving Breakfast at Vanson

July 14-17
July 17

MOA National Rally
Hamburg NY
Roving Breakfast [TBD)

August 28 R
August 4-7
August 18-21
August 18-21

oving Breakfast Quaker Tavern
Damn Yankees
Lime Rockz Rally
BMW 100 Years / RA Rally Laguna Seca

September
September 23
September
September 11

MOV Green Mountain Rally
Jamaica Campout
OSBMWR Rally
Larz Andersen

October 16
October 30

Breakfast at Willowbrook (nominations)
Goulds Ride

Nov 4-5
Nov 6
Nov 20
Dec 18

Misery Campout
Carls Vanilla Bean
Breakfast
Breakfast
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Send this form and your payment to:

Yankee Beemers, Inc.
P.O Box 2151
Fitchburg, MA 01420
Please make checks payable to:
Yankee Beemers, Inc.
Name:

Address:

Email:

YB Forum user

Phone/Cell:
Applicationtype:.New☐ Renewal ☐ YB #:

Membership

Regular ($30) ☐

+Additional (name) (+$5) ☐
Non-BMW Owner ($30) ☐
Your Motorcycle(s) :
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Golde Card Breakfast at the Willowbrook
Gold Cards ONLY available at the breakfast.
There will be a Board of Directors Meeting.
YB Members in good standing are invited

Breakfast at the Willowbrook

Goulds Ride

Frosty Nutz Campout at Wilgus State Park VT

Tech Day at John's House in Dighton Ma

Pemi River Rally at Laconia Bike Week

March 20th 2016

April 17 2016

April 24th 2016

April 29th 2016

May 7th 2016

June 10th 2016

Upcoming events:

24

